HwER7TY) o XFTFIL NEW TAKANAWA PRINCE HOTEL

FrEth REEEXZEH 3 13— 1 location/ Tokyo

BEX BARBENIARH owner/ Seibu Railway Co., Ltd.

BREtE N - ZRBEEEBF architects/ Murano and Mori, Associated Architects
BIE HIASHTPIHE contractor/ Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

T /BRFN57E 4 A23H completion date/ April, 1982
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(above) Hotel lobby. (right) Japanese-style banquet room.
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REVIEW Takashi Hasegawa, Shoji Hayashi,

Though located in a busy part of Tokyo, this new hotel,
which faces the old Takanawa Prince Hotel and its gardens,
has the quiet and greenery of a resort, Nonetheless, it is to
be praised for the way it meets the client’s demand for a
hotel suitable to Tokyo, a city that is open to the whole
world.

Including the old building, the total site consists of
46,000 square meters, of which the new building occupies
12,000 square meters in the southwest corner. Because of a
southward incline, the site has a height differential of about
5.5 meters, which is equivalent to 3 stories. Making skillful
use of both this drop and of the roads on the north and
west, the compact design provides a low wing for banquets,
restaurants, and shops in the low part of the site and a
fifteen-story hotel tower on the high part. The entrances to
both wings are on the first floor of the hotel tower and face
each other across a porte-cochere.

From the entrance, the visitor to the banquet-hall block
descends along a wide, rightward ramp graced with a foun-
tain falling from transparent sculpture. This space, which is
called Uzushio (swirling tide), can be the scene of events of
all kinds. Beyond it is the reception hall called Sakura
(cherry), and finally the great banquet hall (the largest in
the Orient with a dinner seating capacity of 1,200 people)
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Kinpei Koshiyama

called Hiten (flying angel). The walls of this room are
covered with glass mosaics in soft colors, and 30,000 iri-
descent seashells set in the undulating ceiling create fantasy
as they reflect the light of the chandeliers. The two preced-
ing rooms are planned to enable the great banquet hall to
fulfill its functions perfectly. The way in which the design
allows all three to function independently while being an
organic whole deserves special commendation.

The overall beige-tinted ivory color scheme of the hotel-
tower lobby allows guests to relax in homelike comfort and
calm. The corridors and entrances of individual rooms are
an innovation unlike anything seen in ordinary urban
hotels. The doors to each pair of adjacent rooms are set in
an alcove with small gates and lighting fixtures resembling
lampposts. These elements relieve the usual monotony and
sense of enclosure found in hotel corridors.

The windows of the guest rooms are fitted with balco-
nies that simultaneously make the interiors seem larger and
brighter and cast graceful shadows on the exterior walls.

The contractors, who thoroughly understood the wishes
of both client and designer, worked creatively to ensure
extremely high quality in everything from the great curving
roof covering the entrance hall and banquet hall to equip-
ment, structure, and finishing.
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