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OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT,
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

location/ Tokyo

owner/ The House of Representatives

architects/ Yoshinobu Ashihara, Architect and Associates
contractor/ Kajima Corporation

completion date/ July, 1982
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REVIEW Katsuji Shimada, Hiroshi Ichikawa, Nobuyuki Shinkai

It is surprising that a quiet spot like this one still exists in
the center of Tokyo and admirable to find an orthodox
piece of Japanese modern architecture that fits the site
perfectly.

The entrance is behind some oak trees on the opposite
side of an area paved in brick tiles leading from the main
gate, which faces Gaien Boulevard, in the Aoyama District.
Devising a placement that would take good advantage of
the trees, which were on the site before the new residence
was built, was a design problem from the outset and has
been admirably, and apparently effortlessly, solved.

In the northwest corner of the L-shaped plan is the
entrance lobby. The east wing houses lounge, dining room,
conference, and reception space. On the second floor are
living room, bedrooms, and tatami-floored rooms. In the
south wing are a drawing room and offices.

The large gabled roof is covered with high-durability
black steel sheets. The walls are clad in large, whitish-gray
tiles resembling unglazed ceramics. The combination pro-
duces a mood of relaxed elegance.

The eaves of the slightly cambered roof are so deep that
the jumble of buildings in the vicinity are invisible from
indoors. With undersides of ribbed aluminum panels, the

eaves serve the additional function of framing views of the
garden.

Although no distinctively Japanese materials are used,
the interiors have a decidedly Japanese mood of gentle
comfort resulting from intimate scale, delicate control of
textures, and thorough consideration for views of the
exterior. While small, the class-graft ornament by Yoshiko
Takigawa set in the lobby slit window greatly enriches the
space.

The design blends a new building with the site and the
surroundings. Since the overall mood is Japanese, land-
scaping is important. Saving and rearranging the stone-and-
gravel (kare-san-sui) garden that belonged with the old
building deserve special commendation.

The large, conspicuous gable of the east wing has a pure
and placid feeling reminiscent of the gable of the Old Shoin
section of the Katsura Detached Palace, in Kyoto.

One of the design conditions was that the house repre-
sent the tradition of Japanese architecture while seeming
both sensible and durable. This condition has been met
admirably. Furthermore, the building is a compendium of
the philosophy the designer, Yoshinobu Ashihara, has ex-
pressed often in his numerous writings.
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