A B EKERIG B REE FORESTRY MUSEUM

IN ISHIKAWA PREFECTURAL ARBORETUM

FR7Ed “R)IIRE)EREERET= / FHTHK 1 location/Ishikawa Prefecture

BEX RIEB owner/ Ishikawa Prefecture

REHE EEAKRBE - BHIXETEHA architect/ Mitsuo Taki

BIE WBEEIKIASH contractors/ Joto Construction Co., Ltd.
BILEZEHEA S Hakusan Construction Co., Ltd.

I BBFI57E11 8138 completion date/ November, 1982

e

v a
vl
£

"N A r’hﬁﬂﬂﬁ (above) East side. (right) South side.




et |

L i

3 -,: ! AR
.”,’/ .

’ ol b = il
4 i : ;
¥ & ' f & : s ! ,

& P _~; & 5 0w

d v l Sz ;@'Ix
i et

| ’ {

A / ‘ I

/ ;a A

./'/J - - — e
'//45/'/‘ "
ot 57 :’i‘ ; I :
et [k" | \
§ B, l l \ /
Hi ! \\ / ) , 7
}. R
= | : ‘\\,

2BRBREF—v~DAn—7 A ramp leads to the exhibition hall on the second floor.
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REVIEW Takashi Hasegawa, Shoji Hayashi, Kinpei Koshiyama

Part of the spacious site of the Ishikawa Prefectural
Forestry Research Center and Exhibition Hall, located in
the outskirts of the small mountain town of Tsurugi, about
forty minutes’ drive south of Kanazawa, on the Japan Sea
Side of the island of Honshu, is given over to a natural park
open to the general public. This building, the central
feature in the park, holds exhibitions on various aspects of
the forestry industry, not only in Ishikawa Prefecture, but
in the entire Hokuriku District as well.

Though not very large (756 square meters with a total
floor area of 1,100 square meters), it is pervaded by a
keen, meticulously executed architectural loveliness.
Devoid of any of the so-called postmodern vocabulary, the
building is in the pure orthodox Modernist tradition.

Employing the natural slope of the land, the center is
positioned to command a splendid view of the valley and
cedar grove on the south. The building is characterized by a
two-level block with a triangular plan. The block houses
exhibition spaces on its first and second floors, which are
joined by a ramp projecting on the south side. The form

and space of the ramp successfully create a richly varied,
romantic mood both for the person viewing the building
from the valley and for the person enjoying the grove
from inside. Something about the ramp recalls the concept
sketches of the 1920s architect Erich Mendelsohn.

The first level, which comes in direct contact with the
earth, is reinforced concrete. Using reinforced-concrete
corner posts and steel beams and trusses in the upper part
made possible a spacious, expansive exhibition zone on the
second floor. Enthusiasm on the part of local contractors
has resulted in exceptionally good finishing work, especially
in the reinforced concrete body and walls, which have an
appealing texture rarely encountered in recent buildings.

The combination on the interior of a laminated wood
(wood of the prefectural tree, called adé) in walls and
ceilings combined with the texture of unfinished concrete
generates a natural mood suited to a forestry museum. The
fundamental keynote of the architecture is a blend of
Modernist primary plans and clearly visualized structures
skillfully blended with the natural setting.
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