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Requiring six years, the recent dis-
mantling and renovation of the main
residential buildings of the Katsura
Detached Palace, in Kyoto, were
completed in March, 1982. The German
architect Bruno Taut has praised
Katsura, together with the Ise Shrine,
as the quintessence of Japanese-style
beauty and an example of a thorough
and lovely architectural simplicity and
order comparable with anything found
anywhere else in the world. Many
people other than Taut have been
entranced by the supreme harmony that
blends the graceful buildings of the
palace with its exquisite garden setting.
But during the 350 years that have
passed since the palace was built, age,
insects, and rot have wrought such havoc
with the buildings that an extensive dis-
mantling and repair undertaking-became
unavoidable. The principle on which it
was carried out was to reinforce where
necessary but to return everything to
its original form. Though considerable
repair work was done during the Meiji
period (1867-1912), the recent project
was the first time so nearly complete a
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dismantling and rebuilding have ever
been performed.

The palace is the property of the
imperial household; and for this
occasion, the Imperial Household
Agency drew up a guidance committee
composed of fifteen leading architects,
architectural historians, art historians,
and specialists in gardening history and
then called on the cooperation of
specialists and informed people in all
these fields to work under the leader-
ship of the committee.

Plans for repair were based on inten-
sive surveys of all the architectural
elements and their location in the four
major regions of the residence: the Old
Shoin, the Middle Shoin, the Musical-
instruments Room, and the New Palace.
Further investigations made as the
building was being dismantled clarified
many uncertain points about the
original construction and showed the
way the floor plan has altered over the
years. The work further provided
abundant information on the elevations,
the interior designs, and the building
techniques employed.
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The effects of the project were felt
not in the field of architecture alone.
To rebuild the palace, it was necessary
to call on the knowledge and experience
of specialists in the preparation of such
essentials to traditional architecture as
clay walls, Japanese-style paper, and the
heavy paper used on sliding doors.
Research in the production of such
materials and in installation and finish-
ing made significant contributions to
a wide range of traditional techniques.
In addition, the development of a way
of -removing whole panels of clay wall
and storing them safely in wooden
frames till time to restore them to
their original positions and sophisticated
use of artificial resins in the restoration
of damaged or decayed architectural
members were of great importance to
the evolution of a new technology of
conservation and repair. Long-term con-
scientious and persevering efforts on the
part of all the specialists involved have
made the Katsura project a tremendous
contribution to architecture, scholar-
ship, technology, and art.



