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In contrast to the many Japanese uni-
versities that are moving into new
suburban areas, the Musashi University
elected to redevelop its old campus.
Planning for an institution of this kind
involves a number of difficulties. First
it is hard to convince the faculty mem-
bers to unify their wishes. Second, unit
costs are very low; but it is usually
demanded that the buildings be highly
durable and inexpensive to maintain.
Matters are further aggravated when a
campus must be, not designed afresh
for a new campus, be redeveloped, since
construction and school work must be
carried out simultaneously and since it
is desirable to preserve something of the
image of the old school for the sake of
graduates.

To determine the historical frame-
work of the campus, exhaustive investi-
gations were made of its present state.
On the basis of the axes of the layout,
vistas, landmarks, site configuration,
trees, and other elements in the
traditional composition, a proposal was
worked out for allowing the necessary
new buildings to play a subordinate
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role underscoring the importance of
the older buildings but nonetheless
generating splendid harmony. All
graduates of the school no doubt
vividly remember a large keyaki tree
that can be seen, as if in a frame,
through the archway piercing building
No. 3. The tree has been left in place as
the central feature of the composition.
Behind it stands the new library, which
is low and set back and whose roof is
planted with greenery to serve as a back-
drop for the old tree.

Durability and ease of maintenance
are easy to ensure if plenty of money is
available. In this case, however, funds
were limited; and technology and
creative ingenuity had to find a way.
In addition, it was important to deal
with heavy rains, a characteristic
feature of the Japanese climate. Pitched
metal roofs are used to provide good
drainage; but, since falling leaves tend
to clog them, ordinary eaves-end drains
have been eliminated. In the high-rise
buildings, selection of a nonclogging
cross section for the vertical drains is
another instance of ingenuity for the
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sake of reduced maintenance. The use
of post-tension, precast-concrete beams
in the trusses of the lecture hall and
library is one of the ways durability
has been improved.

Skillfulness of the plan and effort
on the part of the contractors were of
maximum importance in making it
possible to carry out the project in a
fairly short period without accident
and without hindering the ordinary
operation of the school. Scholarly
achievement was behind each of the
individual planning decisions. The
design team was imbued with the
same spirit of research that served
them well in investigating current
conditions and forecasting future
ones. Extracting and combining the
learned experiences of a large number
of individuals and taking the historical
point of the present as the basis of all
thinking can be a fruitful method not
only for projects of this kind, but
also for regional conservation and
redevelopment programs.
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