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MIYAGI PREFECTURAL ART MUSEUM
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architects———Kunio Mayekawa, Architect and Associates
contractor—————Hazama-Gumi, Ltd.

Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
Hashimototen Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date——October 15, 1981
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The museum stands on one bank of the
Hirose River, in the lower slopes of
Mount Aoba, in Sendai, where it
commands a view of the city district
on the opposite bank. Part of the
neighborhood has been designated for
use by Tohoku University, and part is
to be made into Mount Aoba Natural
Park. A primary of the design was to
blend the museum with this setting.
One step taken to achieve this aim
was the creation of a spacious plaza on
the south. At the innermost edge of
the plaza is the low, broad art-museum
building, the bright yellow-ocher tile
walls of which contrast gently but im-
pressively with the green of the plaza
keyaki trees and the delicate tracery
of their branches. On the north of the
site is another garden which, while of
course serving the needs of the users of
the museum, amplifies the greenery of
the terraced river bank, suitably screens
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views of the building from the city on
the other side of the river, and
moderates strong river winds.

Rooms of different forms and func-
tions are arranged in two groups, one
including a lecture hall, creative-
activities rooms, and civic gallery and
the other including all facilities related
to prefectural art activities. These
groups are united by means of a central
patio, which serves as an outdoor ex-
hibition hall and the venue for various
events and which is enlivened by the
activities taking place in the functional
spaces opening on it.

Inside the portico and at the end of a
passage leading along one side of the
patio are the exhibition and storage
rooms and administration offices and
offices for the Arts Council. The design
makes use of the five-meter differential
in site level to separate the floor for
general visitors from the floor for
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storage, receipt of materials, and the
Arts Council. A large double-height
lounge connects the two levels into
which the exhibition spaces are divided.

The designer’s extensive experience
and knowledge all find application in
careful consideration of everything from
overall composition to display methods
and in the selection of exterior materials
able to withstand the severe conditions
prevailing in this part of the country
in the winter. Following the designer’s
intentions and ideas, the contractors
worked carefully and diligently to
produce a beatifully executed and
elegant art museum. Two especially im-
pressive examples of the results of
harmonious cooperation between
architect and contractor are the
dignified, exposed-concrete colonnade
around the patio and the Indian-sand-
stone lobby with its gentle skylight
illumination.
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