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location————Maebashi City

owner—— Maebashi City

architects—————Sakakura Associates, Architects and Engineers

contractor———Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Sata Construction Co., Ltd.
Kobayashi Industry Co., Ltd.

completion date—May 31, 1981
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| BEm RO E— Municipal lobby on the 1st floor

I2BEmEBD E— Municipal lobby on the 12th floor
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Because the majority of the buildings in
the center of the city of Maebashi,
located in the Kanto Plain district,
are low, the twelve-story city hall is
an imposing landmark. The structure of
the high-rise office tower employs a
double core; but instead of a closed box
plan, the cores have squared U-shaped
plans with seismic walls on three sides
of the periphery and with long, horizon-
tal windows cut in the end walls. By
using this biaxial symmetry and equal-
length, dispersed seismic walls it was
possible to create a framework pro-
ducing maximum effect with minimum
means. Furthermore, the horizontal
windows in the end walls provide
natural illumination for toilets and stair-
wells, which, in ordinary double-core
buildings, are usually cut off from the
exterior entirely. In a different connec-
tion, in permitting these windows, the
structure makes possible an element
that harmonizes well with the general
horizontal orientation of Maebashi
scenery.
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The balconies on each floor facilitate
window cleaning, obstruct wind and
sunlight, and cast interesting shadows
on the surfaces of the building. But, in
terms of architectural idea, they proba-
bly arose from the desire to suggest
balancing the load of the main beams.

The beauty of the building depends
on the way in which floor plan and
structure agree, all excess has been
eliminated, and the completed forms
have double or triple overlapping roles
to play. The use of industrial products
and technological innovation in simple,
smooth detail work too contributes to
the beauty of the building. For instance,
the suspended antismoke walls are
movable so that guide rails are not
needed for them. The sliding panel
doors of the waist-height storage units
are single unbroken surfaces; and the
same stainless steel of uniform thick-
ness has been used in all parts of the
staircase and landing handrails, in-
cluding the slanting, horizontal, and
rotating elements.
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Skillful use of planting compensates
for the building’s intellectual severity,
as the rooftop garden on the third-floor
level shows. The narrow light court on
the first floor presents a scene that is
amplified by the glass wall on the
opposite side and that is effectively
introduced into the basement-level
dining room. The low-rise block is de-
prived of the views of surrounding
greenery that the tower commands; but
trees have been planted around it to
enable it to blend with the buildings in
the neighborhood, most of which are
only two stories high.

This building is required to accom-
modate offices only, since the city
council chambers are housed separately.
Nonetheless, it was necessary to take
into consideration future plans for
neighboring prefectural offices, amalga-
mated offices, civic library, and the
Gumma Culture Center, which are
scheduled to be built in a civic adminis-
tration and cultural region of the kind
being created in many Japanese cities.

115



B=

|

]

(\ ‘$‘. x A = - B .‘ .
A L
- =] AR A D .
. dl
a%ﬁ m A ‘m -¢,
‘ caRmtE) 1] 0 (e | 3
K Y IR, ‘k(g*;@j,\u‘(} !
S Ly ey o
(e O Qe

f-CRAEACHR) ==

!

0. 0oodT ]

[y

IR

RE #MRI12,000

BRIEWER

BERHE  (REB

2 SR

HROoE— &%

AT BHL 5

BEE

HHEE

HE=E

EBLE

BEE

T | |
TS RF—IL
HEQE—

BSE

HHE

WiE #8R 1800

- =
EJQ?
lm

DIFEFEI—F—

1]

! i T A
| \F ii INTR
&
o
=

N BT ‘
ERFSR e

. REHR | o

H = | T i
,\I‘/ﬁv‘/?llmﬁi; H ﬁ ﬂk# = F
B ’ %

(=) IiEsEEEn §
HRE 2 :

; i

| BEFE MR 1800

116




