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FUKUI PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES
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location Fukui Prefecture

owner Fukui City

architects Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and engineers

contractor Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.

Tobishima Construction Co., Ltd.

Maeda Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date——September 30, 1981
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BRK—I Main lobby
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& T | B iIEAF Lecture hall on the 1st basement floor
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&% 1F— Shoichi Sano
[HA B Shinji Tamura
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Built as part of the celebration of the
centennial of the founding of Fukui
Prefecture, these new offices are called
on to satisfy a number of demands.
First, the building is supposed to
symbolize future prefectural growth and
to serve as a basis for the elevation and
diversification of prefectural govern-
ment. Second, in response to popular
demand, it is expected to be functional-
ly very flexible while being a building
with which the citizens can feel com-
fortable and at home. It must harmo-
nize with the surroundings, which are
a scenic preserve.

To select a design that would best
realize these aims, the prefectural
authorities held a specified-participa-
tion design competition among five
major design organizations with the
result that the proposal of Nikken
Sekkei, planners, architects, and
engineers, was chosen. Though there
is some argument about the awarding
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of public design contracts, the system
used in this instance is open and reason-
able.

The winning design was not, how-
ever, put to use without alteration.
Demands were made for increasing the
amount of business space, alteration of
positioning within the site, and other
changes. Still it can be said that most of
the admirable points of the original
proposal were preserved.

In the center of the city, the excel-
lent site is among the stone ramparts
and moats of what was once Fukui
Castle. The building, which rises im-
posingly at the end of the bridge leading
across the moat on the south side, con-
sists of two vast, windowless blocks
joined by a section of aluminum and
glass wall, accented by the entrance
hall, which is five stories high and seems
to invite visitors inside. Beyond the
entrance is the hall, which is brightly
enriched by a totally glazed north
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wall.

One of the most outstanding points
of the design is the floor planning. The
axes of the H-form standard-floor plan
run north and south; office spaces are
oriented on the east and west. Though
usually the axes run east and west and
though there has been much discussion
about the advisability of the orienta-
tion, in the light of the climate and
natural setting of Fukui, which is in the
north where winters are bleak and cold,
this placement seems successful.

No doubt restriction connected
with the historic importance of the site
and hardships caused by the severe
climate aggravated the difficulty of
the contractors’ work. It is said that
the local contractors were spurred to
great effort in this proejct since they
were risking their reputations among
people who know them. Be this as it
may, their efforts resulted in a splendid-
ly successful building.
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