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TOKYO BUILDING OF THE TOYOTA MOTOR CORP.
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owner—————Toyota Motor Corporation
architects————Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and engineers
contractor————0hbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.

Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date——January 15,1982
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HTF | BEFNESER, Japanese garden on the 1st basement floor
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The Tokyo offices of one of the
nation’s leading automobile manufac-
turers, this office tower is mature in
terms of both design and construction.
Though it would have been easier to
provide such a setting in a suburban
district, the building has a richly green
environment, even though it is in the
heart of the city, since it commands
views of nearby Korakuen Gardens.
Furthermore, the use of an open first
floor with a span of 22 meters allows
people passing on one side of the site
to see the gardens on the other.

A belt of land on the west side is
open to the public. The front of the site
connects with a strolling path on the
rear — the side adjacent to Korakuen —
by means of a greenery passage in a way
that shows how open land should con-
tribute to regional planning. Though
leading to the basement level, the
vehicular approach makes contact with
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the building in a dignified way — an
effect that is very difficult to achieve.

The structure employs double cores
and a wide span; but, because there is an
elevator bank in only one core, spatial
asymmetry is assured within structural
symmetry.

The 17 floors of offices have large
(1,000 square meters) spaces capable of
such great functional flexibility that
the unexpected merger of the manufac-
turing and sales branches of Toyota
just before the completion of construc-
tion posed no major problems in person-
nel accommodation.

The movable glass dome in the patio
on the top floor interestingly reflects
the personality of the Toyota Corpora-
tion. Other interesting features related
to automotive research include the com-
puterized gondola that, having located
the glass between aluminium spandrels,
projects a concealed tonguelike device
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reminiscent of windshield wipers and
cleans a window in five seconds. Heat
produced by prolonged use of local
electrical generators becomes energy
for heating water throughout the
building.

The knowledge and experience and
the enthusiasm for technological de-
velopment reflected in this building
are a splendid response to the rational
approach and pride of an automotive
firm and its technology-oriented staff.
The construction workers possessed
the skill and dedication to complete
in a short period the high-quality
building the client demanded. The
absence of signs proclaiming the name
of the Toyota firm or of any kind of
advertising on the building indicates the
confidence of client and architect that
knowledgeable people will recognize a
fine thing when they see it without
having to be told of its excellence.
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