8

HEBBEHE- -HREEE5

THE NISSAN MOTOR CO. BUILDING AND SHIMBASHI ENBUJO

Nihon Architects, Engineers and Consultants, Inc.
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location Tokyo

owner Shimbashi Enbujo Co., Ltd.
Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.

architects

contractor Kajima Corporation

Taisei Corporation

completion date——March 31,1982
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BI51£8, North elevation
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0 E'—Lobby of the Simbashi Enbujo

7+ b BPISAERleft- above: Interior of the Shimbashi Enbujo
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of the Nissan Motor Co., building

% . T b5 RK—)L/left: Entrance hall

%, o . 1
5 Bz Lecture hall on the 5th floor

R #:

REVIEW

E#)Il #¢8 Takashi Hasegawa
P B9 Shozo Uchii
Bll g°F Kinpei Koshiyama

C DEEPIX19294: (KIE144E) 1258 L, K
BB L bS5 b MRS L, 1979
FEFTHONT 372, IBFEHES O

T 6N, RIS OERL E BRI
#eDimfb e E Do OFEERE &, B
H 5 HEBBHEAMD A 7 4 2 EvEHE
AELT, TOEREEAEVIZTER LI,
RO — I HBURIRF 77~ MR E %
AHTL 5,

COBEDORKDAE A, BHOL
REHE £, 2N EBT 5 KBS O

Zhotcbuvzd ), NSRS, b1

FomEM, MTF2E» o E4REETO
BIS0ZEM o b, #ES5H» 617 T
DA T4 A AR—2AD, VA -a7T3
ROTER-> T biikoTw 5, H

This new building rises on the site of
the Embujo Theater, which, built in
1929 and damaged during World War II,
was nonetheless restored for further use
and continued in active service until
1979, when the great age and poor con-
dition of the theater equipment and
strict insistence on the implementation
of fire-prevention steps led to its being
razed and then rebuilt in this mammoth
composite building, which includes both
the theater and the Nissan Motor Co.
Building, the predecessor of which
stood on a neighboring site. A regional
air-conditioning plant occupies part of
the basement.

Its major attractions are the planning
of the overall building and the bold

BRI S DREFERY N ERT,[£ 5
THADLEPD 12 ¢ HTThl b, itk
REMBPHELL, 20U E LN, 2O
ERGHE L, VA veaTRERL TS
DAL -T, BIGEA 74 2LV IAK
K LA CHEREETEERALT, T
SHOLEPIbIIEDAI LIIRIILT
B, BETHET S 2 OWE L RE 55 1C
ShLTyvw3,

Z DAER, WRISE, RIORISOFES
PIfEATHY, BEOHKEELDHZ VY
WL Tuev, BISOE,
Jim, WEDFZr, ZEEORr—w, 5
BERANLBEDT 4 7= E, T
PO TOEBESDOME E I »TIRLT,
BONERREP LLEOLELT IS,

77'n—F0

structure used to realize the design. The
building consists of five basements and
seventeen stories. The zone from the
second basement to the fifth floor is
occupied by the theater. The office
building, which has twin cores, one at
each end, straddles the theater block
and accounts for the remaining stories.
An architect who is fond of Kabuki
jokingly commented that this straddling
form reminded him of a scene in the
play Sukeroku in which the hero com-
pels people to humiliate themselves by
crawling between his legs.

Joking aside, however, the use of this
bold structure has made possible the
clean, simultaneous separation and con-
solidation of two such incompatible
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functions as theater and office building.
The contractors have admirably carried
out their difficult task in giving the
plan physical form.

To avoid. making too great a break
with the past, the position, approach
direction, interior plan, spatial scale,
and such details as exterior wall tiles of
the new theater recall the mood and
feeling on the old one. Unfortunately,
however, to ensure conformity with the
wishes of both the architects and the
client, the contractors planned every-
thing with utmost accuracy and care,
were diligent in preventing accidents,
and cooperated with the neighboring
autonomous governing commission.
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