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Though located among the foothills of
the Rokko Mountains overlooking
Osaka bay, the site, which had formerly
been used as a source of gravel for re-
clamation projects in Kobe, was a most
unpromising set of areas of crushed
stone with level differentials ranging to
more than twenty meters. The bedrock
of the hills was exposed, and there was
no greenery at all and very few
level places. As before-construction
photographs clearly reveal, it was scarce-
ly what could be described as a good
site for the construction of a university
campus.

Immediately after he decided to take
on the project, the architect began
familiarizing himself thoroughly with
the lay of the land by walking over all
parts of it time and time again. This
fundamental process later enabled him
to create splendid spaces.

In connection with the master plan,
he decided that there was no need
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to cut away more land from a site
that had already been split into many
levels and worked to realize in the
campus the kind of human-scale spaces
and amenities seen in medieval Euro-
pean towns built on narrow hilly sites
and including rows of buildings, road-
ways, and small plazas.

The ten campus buildings, which
are roofed in copper sheets, have
gables, and are clad in beige tile,
include the main building, special
classrooms (for both university and
junior college), general class rooms (for
both), student hall, laboratory classes,
study rooms, practical training classes
(university only), chapel, library, and
gymnasium all of which, though inde-
pendent functionally, are connected by
means of crossover corridors, canopies,
and patios.

Actually the twenty-meter height
differential among levels contributes to
improved views and privacy and made
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possible the production of enclosed
patio spaces that are richly varied and
human in mood and scale.

One by one, the structural difficul-
ties of the unlevel site were overcome.
For example, the buildings are placed
to straddle instead of resting on the
areas of crushed stone, which could
cause numerous structural problems. In
addition, the foundation of buildings
resting on bedrock are slightly sunken in
what is called the dowel effect, which
prevents horizontal shift.

Energy conservation and operational
systems were an important part of
equipment planning. For the sake of
easy maintenance, buried plumbing is
avoided; and the crossover corridors
and communal troughs are used for
piping. In addition, care has been taken
to insulate against noise leakage and to
shade external lighting so as to cause no
disturbance to neighbors.
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