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NEW LIBRARY FOR THE KEIO UNIVERSITY
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location Tokyo

owner Keio University

architects Maki and Associates Design, Planning and Development

contractor Ando Construction Co., Ltd.
Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Toda Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date —— December 3.,1981
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| L 7 7 L > RJIL—L  Reference room on the 1st floor
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IpEaESERI S ®E Browsing room on the 3rd floor

Reading corner on the 2nd floor
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The old Keio Library, which lingers in
the minds of all graduates of the school,
is up a slope and around a bend from
the main approach to the campus,
which is on the Mita street. At the
top of the slope is the administration
building, from one side of which
runs the axial line of the new library
building, which is most retiring in
appearance for a building with a total
floor area of 15,000 square meters. The
designers have avoided overwhelming
the surroundings by putting five levels
(half the volume of the building) under-
ground and by recessing from the
building lines in stairstep form all above-
ground levels higher than the fifth. The
salmon pink of the walls — a tone mid-
way between that of the brick of the
old library and the gray of the class-
room buildings — gently reflects the
shadows of the campus trees.

But, while dealing gently in this
way with its surroundings, the library
is required to have a monumental
quality suited to its location near the
main entrance to the campus. Appro-
priate dignity is generated by the use of
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a compositional square grid resulting
from posts set at intervals of eight
meters and horizontal lines separated by
eight meters, or the height of two stories.
But the composition is more subtly
varied than this. Though the exterior is
covered with a regular grid pattern,
panels in the grid are varied; and
asymmetry is introduced within the
symmetrical outlines of the four sur-
faces. Furthermore, within the clarity
of the uniform post intervals of the
floor plan, each room is spatially
varied for the sake of individual identi-
ty. The chief excellence of the plan is
the way it sublimates mutually contrary
elements to germinate total unity.

But it is noteworthy that, not merely
intelligence and sound concepts, but
also love and human hands are re-
sponsible for the production of the
library. For instance, the designer has
affectionately exerted great effort in
making the interior mood of the library
resemble that of a comfortable private
study. Some of the devices he has em-
ployed to this end include wooden
shelves along the walls, decorative
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shelves on the posts, casually placed
sculpture, antique maps he purchased
in Europe, and wallpaper based on
drawings by Piranesi. All these things
plus wooden furnishings are intended
to promote the comfort and relaxation
of library users. Allusions to old-
fashioned wall clocks in the elevator
indicators reveal the far-reaching care
the designer lavished on this work. He
prepared countless models from full
scale to 1/100 and gave the work the
warmth of handcrafting by guiding
builders on the site. In all likelihood,
the construction workers had more to
do than merely be concerned with
correct alignment of tiles if they were to
respond fully to the architect’s enthusi-
asm. But they no doubt feel well repaid
when they see how joyfully the students
have received the building. As the lights
come on in the evening, the liveliness
of the corridors is visible from the out-
side; and the building seems to rise in
a pyramid of light into the night sky.
A person who loves Keio University has
created a beautiful new symbol for all
Keio students.
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