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Located practically in the middle of
Itabashi Ward, in Tokyo, the site, which
is long north and south, has a flat
central zone flanked by hills (level dif-
ferential of about fifteen meters) on the
east and west. The total area is 124,960
square meters. Instead of the usual
parallel rows of equal-height slab build-
ings, this housing settlement employs
low-, medium-, and high-rise buildings
and takes advantage of the undulations
of the site. Nine years were required to
complete the project, work on which
began in 1972 and ended in 1981. The
residential buildings are placed in the
hilly zones surround a number of plazas
and recreation areas on the flat land
where there are waterfalls, streams,
groves, and playgrounds.

There are one twenty-five-story
building, one twenty-three-story build-
ing, two sixteen-story buildings, six
fifteen-story buildings, and four four-
story buildings. The majority of the
1,872 apartments have a floor area of
from 72 to 80 square meters and consist
of a living-dining room, a kitchen, and 3
other rooms. The following were the

128

T A ROV T H 5.

B AFERBIOETRLHE L . JBER
FREFEL TR DL Th 5,
AR SERAEE (2 & > TR ORELY
LRl TIRCEDDH Y, T L OME
628 h-10DT, HEREEIOL
TREBEPVOEODHEELTHRAZ LLC
L7z, Bl =207 —=1255 “3H" 5
(O CFHRPECICDTH 5.,

Z DX DRI BRI DS 2 5% T 7%
EREROEMRYH -1z Evebis, ©F
NDBAFET b AR A2 T E T 20%, B
HOEAIE FIRDIIZA IR G e 2 L%
V. ZOF YT 4R Y 2
PROELTHE T M RI L, MR &
> TROIBIARHS T 2 k%, (iR
JL TR AT I o 12, L T2RIARER I
¥15 HARTH 5. HIREIROIRE £ HHE
HIZB U ARRDREILEDIC- T B,

HusiAl2x & DEFIDTC D2, M

three basic points on which the planning
rested.

1. Creation of the best possible living
environment, 2. Melting the settlement
with the surrounding region, 3. For-
mation of a community.

Defining a good living environment
depends on the viewpoint of the as-
sessor. Since the qualities of the resi-
dences vary according to size, materials,
and building method, the designers con-
centrated on the living environment
from the standpoint of the entire settle-
ment interpreted as a single archi-
tectural group. In other words, of the
three themes, they concentrated on the
creation of a community. In recent
years, most designers have attempted to
save as much of the natural environment
as possible; but such efforts have not
always succeeded. This site was richly
wooded — the groves are said to suggest
the appearance of the Musashino district
that, in the past, was famous for its
grassy fields and clumps of trees planted
to screen farmhouses from the Kanto-
plains winds. The placement of the
apartment buildings was as often as not
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determined on the basis of the desire to
spare these trees. When it was necessary
to fell some, others were planted to
take their places. At present, fifty
thousand trees still stand; and their care
and protection are a major factor in the
environmental conservation program
and in the day-to-day maintenance of
the site.

For the sake of unity with the
surrounding region, low-rise (four-story)
buildings have been set at the periphery
adjacent to existing city districts.
Furthermore, such communal, public-
benefit institutions as parks, kinder-
garten, nursery school, and primary
school have been placed in similar
locations and have been made open to
the use of the community at large.

For the sake of a community feeling,
the settlement includes play lots for
each building, plazas, meeting hall, club,
swimming pool, shopping center, and
financing concerns. It is important to
note that the people living in the center
have taken well to the facilities, from
which they have made their own com-
munity.



