16
HWEY—3ITLELEELIXR)

YOKOHAMA TERMINAL BUILDING
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location——Yokohama City
owners———Japanese National Railways

Yokohama Terminal Building Co., Ltd.
architects———Japanese National Railways

Yasui Architects’ Office

contractors Taisei Corporation
Tekken Kensetsu Co., Ltd.

completion date—October, 1980
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Part of a general plan to redevelop the
east side of the National Railways
Yokohama Station, the new Yokohama
terminal building has a clean, black-and-
white exterior that creates an atmos-
phere of freshness and newness. In
Japan, train stations are often huge
composites in which offices and oper-
ations spaces for the station must be
combined with public spaces and many
different kinds of commercial spaces,
frequently including whole department
stores.

Since this project entailed razing the
old east station and constructing a new
one without inconveniencing the million
and a half passengers who use Yoko-
hama station daily, completing it in no
more than twenty-two months (six for
the razing) with no accidents of any
kind is an astounding achievement.
Added to the shortness of the permitted
term, the cramped and complicated site
and the need to control the contruction
programs of many tenants as well as an
inyvolved series of subcontracts made
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supervision of design and construction
very difficult.

On the western side of Yokohama
station is a set of commercial facilities
including stores and shops with a total
floor area of 150,000 square meters. To
enable the new eastern set of stores to
compete with the older complex, the
design policy concentrates attention
on pleasing business woman and house-
wives of middle age and middle class. In
the floor planning, flexibility was essen-
tial if the demands of the 201 tenant
shops were to be satisfied. Spatial ex-
pansiveness and relaxation are ensured
by the use of double-height spaces in
the basement and on the fifth and sixth
floors. The planning contributes to
economic efficiency by making available
for rental 38, instead of the usual 35,
percent of the total floor area. Putting
the escape staircases and emergency
elevators at the end walls provides a
two-way system of disaster escape while
helping to rationalize both structural
and equipment planning.

EgoTw 5,
bR T C IRy AR DR O S
A (A0m~50m) (Zxf LT, FEEERUIIBT
THILEM PR L, MR s Gsthrh
BEL T H DRI N T 5,
cfimatiE L LT, SMEML T+ b
AP L TRNSRTREZ & 9 L, BAPR, 2R
BILT, b CICHEMEEMNLIL RIS
b, FHOBEEDE AL U Ic AT A v
X —DHMGEEED T [RE E > TV B,
COAMPEDECREX — I F e
BTN, FERREERANI L L L0,
AR TREE, TR R AR
RN, IR DRI 2R L,
SERMESERER L TO2DINETH 5,
HA A E E RS 100 5905 b H 5 X —
IF VDT, B, L ekt
WIROMIGT, b O & R b
L TaHiising 5.

The nature of the land made it neces-
sary to pay special attention to founda-
tions. The stable layer is from 40 to 50
meters below ground level; therefore,
cast-in-place concrete pilings with ex-
panding bottoms were used in the
foundations.

Taking into consideration extreme
differences of use and load because of
the many different kinds of tenants plus
the need to conserve energy, lighting,
heating, and air-conditioning equipment
is planned on the basis of isolated-unit
operation.

The implementation of a special
safety-control system is responsible for
the total-safety record and for the
absence of a harmful influences on
either the operations of the National
Railways or on the surroundings during
the construction of this complicated
terminal building, which is architectural-
ly and economically superior to most
similar buildings in the nation.
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top: Night view from the east
left: View from the east
facing page, top: Single-pitch roof

right: Foyer of entrance hall on the first floor
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