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CAMPUS OF THE MIYAGI GAKUIN SCHOOL
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location————Sendai City

owner———Miyagi Gakuin
architects————W.M. Vories & Co., Architects Ichiryusha
contractors———Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.

Tokai Kogyo Co., Ltd.
completion date—COctober, 1980
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Urbanization is taking place rapidly in
the vicinity of the new campus of
Miyagi Gakuin School, located about
seven kilometers north of the center of
the city of Sendai. But the campus itself
consists of roughly twenty hectares of
forest with a lake. The natural environ-
ment on the campus has been well
preserved and offers considerable relief
from the encroaching new housing de-
velopments, for the sake of which hills
are being shaved away and valleys filled
in. The use and architectural placement
planning of the campus, which contrasts
drastically with the adjacent zones, has
been meticulously worked out.

The designers have divided the tri-
angular site into zones. Out of consider-
ation for exterior influences, on the
west, next to a city road, they have
created a buffer zone consisting of
physical-educational facilities and a re-
planted grove. The lake and forest on
the other two sides of the plot are
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conservation zones, and the campus
buildings are placed among them in a
configuration very close to that of the
letter Y. This way of interpreting the
natural beauties of the land and the
possibilities of outside influences is both
frank and correct.

From the plaza — newly planted with
trees — that forms the heart of the
layout it is possible to see at once not
only the chapel, the leading archi-
tectural feature of the ensemble, but
also the main lecture hall and the build-
ings of almost all the other college
departments. Colonnades on the first-
floor levels of most of these buildings
both facilitate use of the plaza and
unify the whole campus.

Sophisticated techniques and skill at
handling materials give all the buildings
a clean, simple appearance. Though the
overall impression is one of unity, pre-
servation of the individuality of each
building saves the ensemble from
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monotony by providing just the right
degree of variation.

The exterior walls are covered with
earth-colored tiles that harmonize well
with the greenery of summer and the
snow of winter. In addition, the sizes of
the tiles determined the basic module of
all the buildings. Usage of this kind
reveals an important facet of the de-
signer’s approach to architecture. The
clear compositional principles governing
everything on the campus from site
planning to architectural design have
been evolved in relation to the natural
conditions of the site itself and in-
fluences from the surrounding environ-
ment. An expression of the designer’s
architectural philosophy, these princi-
ples have made possible the develop-
ment of a dignified campus that
responds directly to natural and other
conditions and is at the same time a
unified, but pleasantly varied, whole.
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E:27o0FE0R% top: View from the athletic field
LR - Kl middle: Chapel and main lecture hall
FHEE D FEL R 2 facing page: Aerial view
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right: House of liberal arts and the office wing
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