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Though a major port for the northern
island of Hokkaido, the city of Hako-
date is not huge. Since it already has a
number of other department stores, the
erection of this new, moderate-scale one
seemed a questionable undertaking to
some people. The designers and planners
devoted a total of eight years of in-
tensive study to everything from basic
planning to construction. The results of
their efforts are clear in the lucid and
skillful way they have dealt with site
selection; relations with transportation
means (multilevel parking, traffic circle
for buses, and a taxi pool); architectural
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apportionment and placement; environ-
mental adjustment; and overall plan
balance.

Furthermore, they have taken tech-
nical and design steps to deal with such
problems inherent in northern seaports
as damage from salt winds and freezing
and long dark days in winter. They have
provided an expansive outdoor space
planted mainly with populars. Indoor
plazas are covered with skylights for
better illumination. And the sales areas
are made to seem more expansive by
cladding posts in mirrors and keeping
display-shelf heights low.
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The construction work is technically
excellent, and thoroughgoing under-
standing and cooperation among all
project participants plus efficient safety
management made it possible to com-
plete the undertaking without accident.

The department store has done very
good business since it opened over a
year ago and apparently has a bright
future ahead. The secret of this success
is close cooperation among client, de-
signers, and contractors and the re-
sponsible way in which each party
three carried out its own duties.

top: General view from the north
bottom: General view from the west
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Nl top: Plaza in front of the sunken hall

B LD7 7 —F yttom: Approach from the parking to the
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right: Entrance hall
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architects————Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

contractor————Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
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