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KOBE MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL
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location Kobe City
owner Kobe City
architects Kobe Municipal Housing Bureau
Kisaburo Ito Architects & Engineers
Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and engineers
contractors———0Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.

Toda Construction Co., Ltd.

Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

completion date—November, 1980
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At present an international and fashion-
able city is being erected on Port Island,
an artificial island constructed in the
harbor off the shores of the city of
Kobe.

The island is connected to the main-
land by means of a new transportation
system called Port-liner. In its urban
zone are several large public buildings
including a hotel, an international con-
ference center, a trade-fair building, and
— conspicious among all the others —
this twelve-story civic hospital. During
the more than two years that it has been
open, the hospital has gained a sound,
far-reaching reputation for reliability as
a major medical facility for a region
inhabited by 1,300,000 people.

Since, before its reconstruction on
the island, the hospital, which was
founded in 1924, already had a long and
brilliant record of achievements, the
city and hospital authorities, operating
in accordance with municipal policy,
experienced great difficulty in making
the move and therefore exerted their
best efforts to make certain the new
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hospital was a success. Their fruitful
efforts deserve all the more praise since
the hospital was built under financial
and political limitations and in a place
were construction was not easy. After a
review of the conditions laid on the plan
and of the general regional medical
system, hospital authorities and de-
signers decided to pursue a course of
thoroughgoing functional concentration
in a hospital devoted to giving the finest
possible medical care mainly to the
gravely ill and to emergency cases. Of
the many outstanding characteristics the
hospital displays, some deserve special
mention: patient planning on the basis
of nurse units and nurse stations; intro-
duction of a large-scale transport system
made possible by total separation of
structural and equipment planning;
possibility of future expansion by as
much as 10 percent because of compact
planning. Therapy consolidation and
sophistication made possible the de-
velopment of this new system and is
certain to suggest much that will be of
great value to hospital design in the
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future.

With foundations extending to a
stable bed forty meters below ground
level, the hospital has one basement and
thirteen stories, including a two-level
rooftop equipment tower. The above-
ground levels employ a large-span, steel-
frame structure. Horizontal and vertical
symmetry are employed for the sake of
structural stability. Before construction
started, ten meters of earth were piled
on the site and allowed to stand there
for two years to stimulate pressurized
settling of the reclaimed land with the
weak natural ground base. The earth
was moved before work started on the
actual construction. Tightly coordinated
efforts on the part of people working
with the production and of outside
specialists as well were necessary to
erect a large building on a piece of
recently reclaimed land. In spite of the
size (60,000 square meters) and com-
plexity of the building, the project was
completed in 2 years and 5 months,
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top: Central waiting hall

left: Reception for new patients

right top: Standard-type ward

right middle: View of the ward from the nurse
station

right: Operating room
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