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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE OF THE C. ITOH CO., LTD.
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owner —————Aoyama Estate Co., Ltd.
architects———Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects and engineers
contractor—————Hazama-Gumi, Ltd.

completion date—October, 1980
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Standing on Aoyama Boulevard, in
Tokyo, this is one of the finest of the
many office buildings to have been built
recently in Japan. All of its innovations
and distinctive design traits, which may
to an extent have arisen from the nature
of the building as the home offices of a
large commercial corporation, succeed
and no doubt suggest much that will be
useful for similar architecture in the
future. One example of this kind of
success is the light shaft extending
through the center of the building from
the first-floor entrance hall to the roof.
On the practical level, the shaft contri-
butes to energy conservation by admit-
ting natural lighting into the office
spaces. But, more important still, it
creates a distinctive mood in a kind of
building that often tends to become
standardized. In this way, the shaft
greatly enhances the livability of the
interior. Furthermore, expanded visi-
bility resulting from opening office
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spaces on the light shaft gives spatial
continuity among levels and thereby
eliminates the sense of floor-by-floor
isolation common in many office
buildings. In this case, a person on one
side of the shaft can see what is happen-
ing on several stories on the opposite
side. In other words, a sense of oneness
is generated among all the people work-
ing in the building because of the visual
integration produced by the light shaft.
And this is an extremely laudable archi-
tectural achievement. Horizontal and
vertical connection is vital to commer-
cial architecture; but this building is
especially impressive for the way it
transcends mere physical and mechani-
cal movement lines to stimulate human
communication by means of open vistas
and sight lines.

As is suitable for a huge business firm
occupying a place of international
importance in world economics, the
building represents the latest develop-

 OFFUIFERHAHE C L b FhE S R
Tk Y, FRIEINSE~DA T
B7IHFRHITHD LKL 7
3, ZO7IHI ‘ﬁlﬁﬁy?yﬁ‘—%“‘/@
FEZHY A, IRBHOCIEETHA >
EE b, DA =0 2R—R L LT
b LOZEREPRMEL T3, L L, 5%
LI OT TR, BT A L
T2LOEMEE 2 Rr e, Utk

CERH T D4 FOYERD G ol L 72
LD D 5 12h%, b 5 L EsEomsg
L ORI TG, HusEREE L O
LUALLIDLDTR UL E 0
.

MTAFEL DWW TAT S, o
ARG TR Y, &7 47—, W
FOE FIRBER DOTH-1. e
VOBBLENER b DR, 3050 L v
RN & & FIFTCi T Jiig k%
LYOITH, Jit, Gl Wias e
BOROED LRSI LD, D5 %
ARRIEHE DL Y BT DIEA S,

ments in terms of equipment and con-
servation systems. Domestic electrical
generators are employed for cooling in
order to cut down on consumption of
outside electrical power during summer-
time. Outside-air cooling and heat
exhaust are handled according to zone,
and thermal differences are balanced
according to compass direction. In addi-
tion, the building employs double
plumbing — now accepted architectural
common sense — to recycle water for
use in toilets and to store and reuse
rainwater.

The client required that the building
have a dignity suited to the corporate
image of C. Itoh and that it meet all
functional needs. Huge exterior wall
surfaces are covered with a South
Dakota stone that produces a restrained,
but dramatically lighted overall appear-
ance.
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facing page: South side entrance

top left: Upward view of the exterior
top: Exterior wall on the south side
bottom: Downward view of CI Plaza
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facing page, top: Upward view of the light well
facing page, bottom: Night view of the light court
left: Entrance hall

top: Downward view of the entrance hall
bottom: Entrance lobby
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