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IKEBUKURO SUNSHINE CITY
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Tokyo

Sunshine City Corporation
Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.
Taisei Corporation
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Fujita Corporation

Kajima Corporation

Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

Seibu Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion— March, 1980
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2L A48 Aerial view.
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Occupying six hectares (the former site
of the Sugamo Prison) in a busy Tokyo
urban subcenter, the Sunshine City
complex is unprecedented in Japan for
size and scope. A city in itself, it is alive
for twenty-four hours daily. The group
of largely privately operated buildings
houses apartments, offices, commercial
enterprises, cultural facilities, and pub-
lic urban facilities. Undertaken as a
major part of the redevelopment of the
entire Ikebukuro district and completed
in 1980, the project took twenty years
from initial announcement, ten years
from the time the land was acquired,
and seven years from initiation of
construction. During that time, the oil
crisis struck.

The site, which is 330 meters in the
east-west and 180 meters in the north-
south direction is surrounded by a road
20 meters wide and an arcade and mall
5 meters wide. Nearby is the East
Ikebukuro entrance to the elevated
express highway passing on the east
of the site. The main pedestrian ap-
proach is from Ikebukuro Station via
an underground passage to the west
side of the site and from there to the
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underground public mall.

On 0.6 hectares in the west part of
the site, north of the main entrance, is a
park reached by ramps and staircases.
Directly in front of the main approach
is an office tower 240 meters tall — it
is the highest building in Japan. East of
the park is a hotel. The space between
the hotel and the office tower is oc-
cupied by a structure rising to three
levels above ground and containing
handsome high-ceilinged places and light
courts around which, from the first
basement to the level of the third story,
are all kinds of specialty shops. On the
roof of this structure is a garden that
can serve as a safety zone in the event of
earthquake or fire. It is adjacent to the
ramps and staircases leading to the park.

The eastern half of the site is oc-
cupied by a large building housing
department store, aquarium, and plane-
tarium. On its south side, a ramp leads
to the elevated express highway on the
east. Across the ramp is a cultural
center in which are located a theater
and a museum as well as apartments and
a bus terminal.

In addition to parking lots, the
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underground zone contains full range of
such total-region equipment as electrical
generators, heating, cooling, water-
works, and a vacuum garbage-conveyor.

Because of its scale, the complex is
divided into five blocks that serve as
disaster-control units. The central pedes-
trian malls form a cross dividing the site
north and south and east and west. This
intersecting set of movement lines
in clearly connected with surrounding
roads, staircases, escalators, first-floor
zones, balconies, and the artificial land
base.

As this brief outline indicates, the
project is extraordinarily complex and
represents a compilation of the technical
knowledge and skills that, while inspired
by rapid Japanese economic growth,
were subjected to severe reexamination
in the light of the oil crises. The cooper-
tion and careful adjustments and re-
adjustments needed in planning, design,
and construction were remarkable.
Without this kind of mutual understand-
ing and assistance, this vast undertaking
could never have been successfully
completed. '



