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ASHIYA BEACH HIGH-RISE APARTMENT PROJECT
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Ashiya City

Hyogo Prefecture

Hyogo Prefectural Housing Supply Corporation
Japan Housing Corporation

ASTM Ltd.

ASTM Consortium

Representative: Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
ASTM Joint Venture

Representative: Takanaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion — July, 1979
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L) A% View from the sea.

% 45 View of the west area.
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The first demand placed on this project
was that it employ sophisticated indus-
trialized methods in producing indivi-
dual dwellings of good quality and
offerable to the public at reasonable
prices. To satisfy the demand, a design
competition was held. The proposal of
an organization called the ASTM
Consortium Group, consisting of the
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.; Shin
Nihon Steel; Matsushita Electric; Taka-
sago Thermal Engineering; and the
Matsushita Industries, was selected. The
cost of the project was a huge forty-
eight billion yen.

With 3,381 dwellings and all neces-
sary related facilities, the project covers
340 thousand square meters. Seventy
thousand people worked on the under-
taking, large enough to called national
in scale.
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The competition to select a design
proposal was conducted by the Ministry
of Construction, Hyogo Prefecture, and
the city of Ashiya. A total of 160 firms
organized into 22 groups submitted 25
proposals. The judging, which was
extremely strict, is said to have taken
3,000 man/days. The actual construc-
tion, on the other hand, took only three
years. The completion of the entire
project can be considered a truly
historic event in recent Japanese con-
struction, especially since it took place
during the oil crises.

The undertaking was distinguished
by a meticulously planned organization
in which official and private sectors
cooperated in everything from factory-
made parts to on the site work.

Still the settlement does not meet
full requirements in terms of optimum
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modern apartment scale, plan, equip-
ment, structure, or safety. For instance,
among the floors containing housing
units are communal levels that are sup-
posed to be places of refuge in time of
disaster as well as important hubs of
community life. Though they may serve
their safety functions well, clearly the
designers hoped too high when they
supposed that these spaces (aerial plazas,
as they are called) could become com-
munity centers.

Nonetheless, the innumerable experi-
ments and trials conducted for the pro-
ject on both soft and hard aspects of
industrialized building produced many
valuable results making the Ashiya
Beach development an undeniably im-
portant contribution to the improve-
ment of high-rise-apartment construc-
tion in Japan.




