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Located not far from either the grounds
of the imperial palace in Tokyo or from
Hibiya Park, the Fukoku Life Insurance
Building boasts a pleasing environment
with abundant greenery and the water
of the palace moats and the ponds in
the park. The owner requested that the
architecture have a dignity that can
survive the passing of time, that it
match the environment, and that it be
economically fruitful.

When planning began, the district
was already in the course of trans-
formation into an urban subcenter. The
Japan Press Center was completed near-
by in 1975. The Hibiya International
Building was in construction, and plan-
ning had started on the Mitsui Bussan
Building. The designs of all four leave
50 percent of the district open land. A
major issue was devising ways to relate
this open space organically with the
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buildings while allowing it to perform
as an urban oasis.

The Fukoku Building (120 meters
tall) has 5 basements and 29 stories. All
floors from the second up house office
spaces. Shops, commercial facilities,
entrance hall, parking lots, and machin-
ery rooms are located on the mezzanine,
first floor, and basement levels. Office
spaces, which flank a central rectilinear
core, are based on a 3.1-meter module
for layout convenience. Each space is
4 modules (12.4 meters) deep and 18
modules (55.8 meters) wide. Working
out intimate relations among module,
core, and balanced window placement
on all four sides caused the architect
maximum difficulty. Careful attention
to inner framing and window propor-
tions plus the silver metallic materials
of the curtain walls assure a dignified
exterior. One of the secrets of the
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building’s architectural success, the
pleasing, high ceilinged open space at
the first-floor entrance hall, is reached
primarily from the side of the site
near Hibiya Park.

The surrounding exterior spaces,
when complete, will produce one of the
most attractive ensembles of the kind in
the city. At present, between the Fuko-
ku building and the Japan Press Center
is an upper plaza. On the Hibiya Park
side is a sunken mall. When the Hibiya
International Building is finished, it will
join with the Fukoku building by means
of a lower plaza. Cooperation among
owner, designer, and contractor was
especially important in this project since
the extremely soft ground base neces-
sitated full use of the latest building
technology.
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FHEZE  Office room.

I> b 7> RXiEK—)L Entrance hall.

Elevator hall. 284 o Saloon.




F»—Tﬁqunqg—.u—?- SOowW T WO WO WO WO ?]

Ol
i ez : F
D
(ﬁ\::-i::—::—t:.—h N «d‘\—g\x—zd'\ﬂ

T B - e

.':_"_—“:—. _.__.,_.,—.__—._ql

|
a]n sex
()

L_QT )

2SS N SR SES SR LSS S

ZSB*ZFE

ch—ﬂ}i SOy oy Syl oy oy oyl ey

6 P&

i’@,'FIBEFE

==

108




