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Tokyo

Shirayuri Women's College

Yamashita Architects and Engineers Inc.

Maeda Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion — August 1979
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Actually a combination library and
student center and a major nucleus of
the entire institution, this building is the
last to be erected on the college’s spa-
cious, well-planted campus. In addition
to stacks and reading rooms, it houses
research rooms for faculty members,
classrooms, and an audio-visual center.
The architecture harmonizes with that
of the rest of the buildings, and the
plaza in front is the heart of much cam-
pus activity.

The stairstep glass roof at the en-
trance — an impressive sight from the
main approach — gives a hint of the
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attractive, lofty space in the entrance
hall itself. Various functions are ar-
ranged on independent levels, all of
which are reached by staircases leading
upward from the entrance hall and
through the lofty lobby space, which
penetrates all the way to the roof. The
inclusion of religious literature — this
is a mission school — and of a full
range of audio-visual equipment and
such other nonprinted matter as a
record library greatly enriches the
building’s significance in student life.
Computers are used, and book-sensing
equipment improves efficiency and
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reduces staff labor.

The most careful planning and great
effort were demanded on the part of
the contractors to carry out the design-
er’s ambitious proposal and to satisfy
the multifunctional demands of the
library. Furthermore, cooperation and
effort on the parts of the designer,
contractors, and owners have blended
the building beautifully with its environ-
ment. This shows how much more im-
portance private Japanese educational
institutions put on environment than
nationally operated ones do.
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EM4% Front view.

P48 View from the west.




«—x> 7> RAEK—)V Entrance hall.
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Main stacks on the second floor. 3 pEtRIEE = Audio- visual room on the third
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