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Wakayama City

Wakayama City

NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects and engineers

Tobishima Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion — March, 1979
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A city highway divides the bow-shaped
plot of land bounded by a prefectural
highway on one side and a river on the
other into two parts. The eastern zone
was designated as the civic-center
site for this important regional city,
where harmony is preserved between
ancient culture and beautiful natural
setting. Utilizing the complicated con-
figuration of the site in a way that
blends with the richly wooded grounds
of Wakayama castle on one side of the
bounding road and with the beautiful
scenery in the background must have
been the designers’ greatest problem.
But they have succeeded very well in
doing this while taking into careful
consideration the future image of the
city, especially that of the rest of the
bow-shaped plot of land, where various
cultural facilities are planned to be
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built. The designers of buildings to
come will be grateful that this center
has been planned and placed in such a
way as to facilitate their tasks.

In the construction of regional cul-
tural facilities, the discernment and
enthusiasm of the autonomous sponsor-
ing organizations is a key to success.
This was certainly true in this instance,
in which client, architect, and con-
tractors have cooperated splendidly.

The site is an irregular fan-shape. At
the point where the rivet of the fan
would be, the designers have provided a
plaza planted with trees. The large and
small auditoriums are near the periphery
of the fan. Their orientations have been
delicately varied to accommodate all
functions skillfully while enlivening the
spatial mood.

The client organizations were eager
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to avoid functional duplication and
specified that the large and small audito-
riums be clearly differentiated. The suc-
cess with which wood has been used to
good acoustical effects in the ceiling of
the large auditorium is rarely en-
countered in contemporary architec-
ture. The designer deserves special com-
mendation, but so do the contractors
whose skill made possible the successful
execution of such things as installing the
wooden interior of the auditorium,
overcoming difficulties of an irregular
site, and putting in place concrete exte-
rior panels inset with unusually large
tiles.

Though there is nothing strikingly
original about the building, perhaps in
cases like this, moderation and meticu-
lous attention to details take precedence
over novelty.
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General view from left to right :
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Conference, small hall and main hall.
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View from the south.
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Roof garden.
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