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PREFECTURAL MUSEUM OF ART, FUKUI
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Locationt'—————— “FvkuitCity

Owner — Fukui Prefecture

Design —Satoh, Architects and Engineers

Contractors —Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Muranaka Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion —September, 1977
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Perhaps it is the long, severe winters,
heavy snows; and rains that suddenly
turn to snow in the coastal areas along
the Japan Sea that give the regions their
distinctive, introspective, sophisticated
cultures. Both the Kanazawa Municipal
Library — another 1980 BCS winner —
and the Fukui Prefectural Museum of
Art are in this part of the country. In
both, local contractors working in joint
ventures displayed cultural sophisti-
cation and great technical skill in carry-
ing out their tasks. For example, the
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traditional skill of local stonecutters and
masons combined with the abilities of
the Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.,
produced superbly effective concrete
that required no later finishing.

The amount of wall space available
for displays can be altered at any time
to suit the needs of the moment. Care-
fully controlled artificial and natural
lighting is in keeping with current de-
mands for energy conservation and con-
sonant with the need for flexibility to
exhibit many kinds of art works. Expen-
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sive materials like travertine are juxta-
posed with inexpensive ones like un-
finished concrete for delicately modu-
lated discords. The use of a glass surface
in the coffee shop at the head of the
lobby staircase as a temporary signboard
for the scribbling of menus indicates the
need for steps to prevent further un-
sightly developments of the same kind.
It is hoped that the prefectural and city
authorities will cooperate in adjusting
the neighborhood around the museum.
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HH L AL, View from the southeast.
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Jfiyhe,  View from the east.
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L O AL, View from the southeast.
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Entrance lobby.
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Main stairwell.

Exhibition hall.
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