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MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOLS AFFILIATED TO JAPAN WOMEN’'S UNIVERSITY
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Loecation — ———IKawasaki City
Owner ——— Japan Women's University
Design —————— Yasuhiko Nagakura

Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Contractor —— Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion — February, 1979
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These schools were formerly located
in the Mejiro district of Tokyo; but,
culminating a long series of plans to
evolve a unified educational system
leading from the low grades of primary
schools through university, they have
been moved to a beautiful natural set-
ting in Nishi Ikuta. the centrally placed
main building, the high school on one
side, and the middle school on the other
are all white and suggest the head and
wings of a swan. On the first floor of
the main building are offices, student
arrival lobby, and dining room. Because
of the incline of the land, the general
classrooms are on the second, third, and
fourth floors. The second-floor carpeted
mall (160 meters long and open to the
ceiling of the third level) is an important
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space incorporating zones that might
ordinarily have served as halls and corri-
dors and thereby contributing to spatial
economy. It is brightly illuminated by
means of clerestory windows on one
side. Administrative center, classrooms,
clubrooms, and broadcast center open
on the mall, which is an excellent place
to rest, study, chat, or engage in other
activities. On the roof, artificial lawn is
spread to form an outdoor mall on
which the fourth-floor classes open. The
well-designed and well-equipped class-
rooms for science (physics), art (music
and painting), domestic sciences, and
physical education on the north side are
connected by the mall space.

In the main building, which houses
offices, library, and school adminis-
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tration center, emphasis on functional
flexibility led to the preparation of large
room that can be partitioned as needed.

Terraces and Japanese gardens medi-
ate among the buildings, whose exterior
spaces are varied because of the lay of
the land. Throughout the whole design,
flexibility for educational and everyday
needs is an uppermost consideration.
The architect’s attention extended to
such details as designing school furnish-
ings.

The construction work succeeded in
matching the designer’s and the client’s
enthusiasm, in spite of a short construc-
tion period and a limited budget. The
schools will undoubtedly fulfill the
subtly different demands of middle and
high schools.
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E@7 7 a—F, Main approach.

FUaJzEls].  Japanese-style garden.
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—bAabBE—2, Momiji(maple) mall.

Entrance lo

Music room.
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