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HEAD OFFICE FOR THE TAIYO FISHERY CO., LTD.
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Location ———— Tokyo et
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Owner ————Taiyo Fishery Co., Ltd. LS
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Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Aoki Construction Co., Ltd.

Hazama-Gumi, Ltd.

Date of Completion — November, 1978
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Though not distinguished by creative
originality, the head office building for
the Taiyo Fishery Co., Ltd., has a
propriety that blends it with its setting
at the north end of the front park of the
Tokyo Imperial Palace in the vicinity of
the Otemon Gate and Moat and a group
of high-rise buildings. This neighbor-
hood is one of the most attractive of its
kind in the city. The building, which
houses both the home offices of the
Taiyo Co. and those of the Kyowa
Bank, consists of a tower (24 stories,
100 meters) on the west and a 3-story
block on the south. From the outside,
the low-rise block seems to be merely
attached to the tower. The exterior
design takes into consideration harmony
with the Sanwa Bank and Mitsui Build-
ing adjacent to the site, The palace and
its parks and moats are on the west,
where the building has been shifted to
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avoid the south corner under which runs
a diagonally placed subway tunnel. Put-
ting the tower on the northeast part of
the site made it possible to accommo-
date spacious banking halls in the low
block, which generates organic contacts
with the busy neighboring Otemachi
financial and commercial district. The
cast-aluminum colonnade on the front
of the low block successfully evokes a
banklike image.

The bank and the fishery company
tower, which has an entrance on the
west side facing the calm environment
of the palace, are clearly separate func-
tional zones and might almost be two
separate buildings. The plan of a stand-
ard floor in the tower consists of two
slightly staggered L-shaped office spaces
around a core. The exterior configu-
ration arising from this plan has several
right-angle projections and recessions.
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The building is clad in a vacuum-cast,
aluminum curtain wall coated with
polyurethane resin paint in bright, re-
fined, clean colors that emphasize the
sculpturesque, multidimensional effects
of the wall surfaces.

Owing to requirements of the Taiyo
Fishery Company and Kyowa Bank,
two architectural firms worked on the
design: M. Yendo Associated Architects
and Engineers and Matsuda, Hirata, and
Sakamoto, Architects and Engineers,
Inc. Though the two parts of the build-
ing were designed at different times, the
cooperating firms have skillfully com-
bined. This highly complicated project
called on the services of six construction
companies working in a joint venture
and of twenty mechanical engineering
firms. But efficient cooperation made
possible an elegant building erected in a
comparatively short time.




7k h A%, Aerial view.

EwTTF 4., Pilotis.
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