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KANAZAWA MUNICIPAL LIBRARY
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Location Kanazawa City

Owner Kanazawa City

Design Yoshiro Taniguchi, Architect and Associates
Goi Architects and Engineers

Contractors Taisei Corporation

Oka-gumi, Ltd.

Date of Completion —November, 1978
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The library combines the functions of
an open-stacks, public facility for all
local citizens and a repository for old
books and other cultural properties that
are treasures of the entire city. The site,
the location of a factory once operated
by the Japanese governmental tobacco
monopoly, is part of a large plot that
has been divided into sections for the
use of the nation, Ishikawa Prefecture,
and the city of Kanazawa. Part of the
old factory has been creatively restored
and refurbished to house the collection
of old books and documents; and the
new open-stacks public library behind
it.

The designer, Yoshiro Taniguchi, a
native of Kanazawa, died shortly after
the building — the last on which he
worked — was completed. He enjoyed
the cooperation of his eldest son,
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Yoshio Taniguchi. Father and son
worked together to create an archi-
tectural union of past and present. As
the director of Meiji Village, a group of
significant pieces of architecture from
the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, that, razed from their original
sites, have be reconstructed as historical
material in a spacious plot of land not
far from Nagoya, Yoshiro Taniguchi was
fully aware of the importance and the
difficulties of saving old buildings. In
this instance, he not only saved, but also
greatly enriched and enhanced an old
brick tobacco factory building that was
about to be destroyed. In the engineer-
ing and scientific-technological aspects
of the process of restoring and rein-
vigorating, he enjoyed the full cooper-
ation of Takao Goi, president of the
Kanazawa University of Fine Arts and
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Crafts.

In the construction work, the project
represents an excellent blend of local
traditional cultural knowledge and skill
and the latest technical and mechanical
sophistication, since it was a joint ven-
ture on the parts of the local construc-
tion company called the Oka-gumi Ltd.,
and the nationwide firm Taisei Corpo-
ration, In other words, the famous
handcraftsmanship for which Kanazawa
artisans have long been famous in many
fields has joined with the latest tech-
niques for weather-resistant steel-panel
structures to produce a building that is
novel and lovely. Though insufficient
attention seems to have been paid to
urban-planning relations with the neigh-
boring sites, the library is nonetheless an
outstanding work.
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General entrance (left) and children’s entrance (right).

wing (right).
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in the restored wing.
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Tea room.
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