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Location/Yokohama City
Owner/Y okohama Stadium
Design/Sowa Sekkei, Planners, Architects & Engineers
Contractors/Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Okumura Construction Co., Ltd.
Kajima Corporation
Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Seibu Construction Co., Ltd.
Taisei Corporation
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Toda Construction Co., Ltd.
Fujita Corporation
Maeda Construction Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion/March, 1978
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Yokohama Park, in which the stadium stands,
opened in 1867 and was the first Western-
style public park in Japan. It originally includ-
ed cricket fields for the resident foreigners in
the city. In 1896, the first good-will baseball
game between a Japanese and an American
team took place there. In 1972, a committee
was formed for the reconstruction of the
Yokohama Peace Baseball Park, which was
built by private capital and was then given to
the city. A separate organization was formed
to manage it.

In design and construction, various late
innovations were tried in the hope of pro-
ducing a facility that can serve management,
sports participants, and spectators to the
optimum. In spite of these novelties, however,
the stadium was completed in the short time
of one year. The designers hope that the
stadium will be a signpost for future facilities
of the kind.

The setting is probably even more varied
and eclectic that of Yankee Stadium in New
York. It is in the-center of the city, with the
city hall on the north, the port piers across
the boulevard on the east, and the Kannai
Station of the National Railways and the long
mall lined with government buildings that
stretches from it on the west. The park seems
to be a subservient skirting for the stadium,
which occupies 16,000 out of 64,000 m? of
the total land.

Seating thirty thousand people, the
stadium is fully qualified for use by profes-
sional and franchise baseball teams, though it
is intended for more general use as well.
Designed to be usable in all seasons, it can
accommodate American-style football; soccer;
and nonsports events. In addition to the
regular stands, semicircular movable banks
of seats for 5,778 persons can be swung
outward toward the field. Artificial grass and
a pitcher’'s mound that can be raised and
lowered automatically are some of the many
innovations employed.

It was desirable to make the infield stands
as large as possible, without disturbing the
coliseum-type arrangement which the lines of
vision are concentrated on the game, and
unity is established between players and
spectators. To achieve these aims, subtle con-
figurational adjustments had to be made. At a
glance, the stadium looks completely round.
In fact, however, its plan consists of all or
parts of three circles. The playing field is
completely round. The outer rim of the in-
field stands is an arc of a different circle. And
the outer rim of the outfield stands is an arc
of still another circle, the diameter of which is
greater than that of the circle of which the
infield stands are an arc. The center of the out
field-stands arc has been moved in the direc-
tion of homeplate. This layout demanded a
complicated structure of twenty-four banks
of triangular trusses of regularly decreasing
sizes.

The first level houses locker rooms,
management offices, bullpens, press booths,

and parking space for 110 vehicles. Entrances
to the stands aisles are above the second level.
On the south side, at the main entrance, is a
platform reached by means of ramps at either
end. All spectators mount these ramps to the
platform and from there to the stands en-
trances. The designers’ aim was to produce a
layout of aisles and exits that would make it
possible to empty the stadium of spectators in
ten minutes. Actually, it can be done in seven.
Eleven firms jointly cooperated on the con-
struction, which was especially difficult in
connection with the steel framework. The
beams in the peripheral part of the inverted
cone with three centers — the form the
stadium assumes — do not intersect; each of
them has its own characteristic angle. With the
point link in the center of the playing field,
photometric methods were used to establish
the placements of the radial main framework
in line with the axes.

Coming to grips with all difficulties in the
way of achievement of their idea, the de-
signers and builders suprassed obstacles to
produce an outstanding sports facility.
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Flame of the stand and the rest room.
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