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Location/Tokyo

Owner/Tokyo-do Co., Ltd.

Design/NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects and engineers
Contractor/Kajima Corporation

Date of Completion/June, 1977
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Since the construction of the Pola Cosmetics
building, in Gotanda, Tokyo, the designers of
this building have worked numerous varia-
tions on a basic style that puts a core at each
end of a long-axis plan and employs long,
unbroken strip fenestration running from core
to core on the side walls. They have produced
many such building, which have in turn in-
spired a considerable number of imitations
with the result that this style is now an
established part of the Tokyo scene, especial-
ly in the Marunouchi business district, where
the Tokyodo building stands.

But this style has the drawback of making
buildings two sided; that is, the cores in the
ends completely block two of the usual four
sides, leaving only two sides with views of the
exterior. The unusual triangular niche in the
front of the Tokyodo — the front is actuaily
one of the end cores — solves the problem by
means of spacious openings. Although this
solution was the outcome of a desire to
separate the main entrance lobby from the
entrance of a bank on the first floor, it
probably has much wider, general applicabili-
ty.

As a glance at the photographs suggests,
one of the greatest difficulties for construc-
tion workers was installing the steel frame for
the levels above the niche. Absence of scaf-
folding made this work resemble bridge build-
ing. Great difficulty was encountered in the
erection of the steel frame for the postless

spaces between the cores, in which steel
materials of as much as 90mm thickness had
to be welded. Further design and construction
hardships were imposed by the proximity of
rivers, subways, and elevated express high-
ways.

Though the unit cost was low, the interior
finishings exhibit a high level of proficiency
that speaks well of contemporary Japanese
building technology.
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&AL  View from the south. AL 1LY Upward view of the exterior.
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