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GUMMA PREFECTURAL LIBRARY
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Location/Maebashi City
Owner/Gunma Prefecture
Design/Shinichi Okada, Architect and Associates
Contractors/Kajima Corporation
Ikeshita Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion/March, 1978
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Meticulous attention to the relations between
the whole and the parts and details distinguish
the Gumma Prefectural Library. For instance,
during design, no related other parts could be
fully determined until the proportions of the
facing tiles for the interior and the exterior
had been worked out. Covering a building
entirely with tiles and evolving measure-
ments for them in all parts of the exterior and
some parts of the interior — lobby and en-
tranceway — are difficult tasks. In this build-
ing, proportions of the tiles have been beauti-
fully calculated to produce a clean, uniform,
total white covering. Monotony is skillfully
avoided by means of delicately designed rain
overflow projections near the tops of the
walls and strips of raised tiles forming grooves
for the pasage of rainwater down the wall
surfaces. The designers’ sophisticated skill is
responsible for this covering and for another
order-giving aspect of the building’s composi-
tion: a system of massive octagonal-section
concrete posts and rectangle-section concrete
beams, which suggest pioneering in new
creative fields.

The successful completion of this building
deserves special praise since it involved diffi-
cult construction techniques at a time when
master carpenters are rare and when mecha-
nization and industrialization lead architects
and construction companies to strive only for
the easy effects and to be unconcerned about
the hard work of turning out a good product.
Developments of this kind inspire concern
that architects are becoming lazy and are
losing the spirit and drive of their predeces-

sors.

The region in the center of the city of
Maebashi where the library stands was long
ago set apart as a culture center. The archi-
tectural organization responsible for the
library designed the auditorium that predates
it in this cultural region. The Chamber of
Commerce, located in the same region, was
designed by local architects under the
guidance of the organization who produced
the two others. For this reason, the exteriors
of all three are uniform white. The outdoor
zone created by plaza, roads, trees, and park-
ing lot has dignity. In Japan today, when
town planning is underdeveloped, the authori-
ties of the prefecture deserve special com-
mendation for the foresight, guidance, and
cooperation that made this successful en-
semble possible.
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Gumma Prefectural Library (left)and Gumma Prefectural Hall (front).
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Reading room.
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Open-stack library.
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