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Location/Yokohama City
Owner/Yokohama City

Design/S. Urabe & Associated Architects
Contractor/Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion/December, 1977
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In content and form, the Jiro Osaragi Memori-
al is in keeping with its location, adjacent to a
hilly park overlooking the bay in the Yamate
district of Yokohama. In fact, it is so har-
monious with the mood of this characteristic
part of the famous seaport that it seems to
have been there for much longer than the one
year that has passed since its completion.

Jiro Osaragi, one of the most famous
Japanese writers of the middle part of the
twentieth century, was born in Yokohama
and, for ten years before the start of World
War |1, worked in a room in the nearby New
Grand Hotel. At his death, in 1973, many of
his personal effects and his collection of
documents and papers — among them the
world’s most complete set of materials on the
Paris Commune — were donated to the city of
Yokohama; and a foundation, called the Jiro
Osaragi Memorial Association,. was estab-
lished to care for them. This building, which
houses the association, is designed to bring
Osaragi’s literature and devotion to freedom
to a wider audience. It is convenient for
research workers and will play a part in wider
cultural activities.

Standing in a park — which might be
called its front garden — the memorial is rich
in eye-catching details. People who have come
to Yokohama to visite the Motomachi shop-
ping district or to go the Foreigner’s Ceme-
tery on the hill overlooking the bay feel
completely comfortable dropping in at the
memorial.

Inside, the lavishness and richness of the
space from the small entrance hall to the
staircase lobby are a surprise. The total mood
of the space is produced by joint actions of
the calm light from the front windows; the
vaulted, high ceiling; the gold and white walls
with their tile decorations; and the lighting
fixtures. Osaragi was fond of cats; and statues
of them are found throughout the building,
sometimes in surprising places. The author’s
bedroom and study, complete with many of
his personal effects, have been reconstructed.
The exhibition room contains some of the
materials on the Paris Commune. The thirty
thousand volumes of Osaragi’s library are
available to research specialists.

The salon on the second floor represents a
strangely pleasing blend of occidental re-
finement and oriental mood peculiar to the
Japan of the period of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, when Western cul-
ture was first introduced into the country.
The salon and the Japanese-style room, which
has a splendid view, are open for general
cultural activities. The construction work is
of high quality; and it is indeed rare to find
such a large amount of handwork in a modern
building.
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