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Location/Qita City

Owner/Qita City

Design/NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects and engineers
Contractor/Taisei Corporation

Date of Completion/September, 1977
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On the east of the site are the handsome stone
ramparts and moat of the remains of an old
castle. In general, the surroundings are
spacious and pleasant. The opalescent-black
ceramic tiles and decorative concrete around
the windows of the building harmonize with
this setting while giving the building its own
distinctive personality.

The badly rundown old Oita city hall
stood on this site, which, as the city has
industrialized and grown as the result of
consolidation with surrounding cities, towns,
and villages, has proven to be the ideal loca-
tion for the government offices. The designers
were required to complete the construction of
the new building while allowing the old city
hall to continue in operation. This greatly
limited their design and planning freedom.
Nonetheless, the placement and exterior
reveal the pains they took to create a quiet
environment and to harmonize the building
not only with the castle remains, but with the
library and school on the north as well,

The nine-story office wing is on the south,
and the lower conference wing in the north-
west corner. The large civic plaza adjacent to
the castle site, moat, and library is one of the
steps taken to produce a calm mood.

The corrugated opalescent-black tiles on

the outside walls have something of the
somber refinement of traditional Japanese
roofing tiles. They are in three patterns set in
random over the building surfaces to create a
variety of effects with the changing lighting of
the day and the season.

Open-counter offices flank the central
corridors in the office wing, where the large
structural span (12 to 18 m) provides un-
obstructed views through most of the interior
spaces. In contrast with the somber exterior,
the interior is brightly colored and outfitted
with furnishings and signboards by the de-
signers of the building. The overall mood is
one of welcoming cheerfulness.

The major construction problem was
simultaneous installation of both the concrete
structural body and the large (145 by 345
mm) tiles. The usual method of insetting tiles
in the concrete before installation was made
difficult by the corrugated tile surfaces and
the need for watertightness in blind grooves.
But extensive research and study overcame all
these difficulties in an exceptional fashion.
And there seems to be little likelihood of
falling tiles.

Apparently the new city hall will function
in the open welcoming fashion that the
authorities want, And this is the result of the
meticulous work of the designers, who under-
stood the authorities’ wishes, and of the
construction workers, who did their jobs with
great accuracy and skill.
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