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Location/Numazu City

Owner/lzu Hakone Tetsudo Co., Ltd.
Design/Kiyoshi Seike + Design System
Contractor/Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion/April, 1977
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First opened in 1929, the Mito Natural
Aquarium is famous all over the world as the
oldest institute of its kind successfully to rear
porpoises. It can boast of such other successes
as keeping a species of whale that grows to
lengths of about ten meters; the whale shark,
the largest of all fishes; sea lions; seals; wal-
ruses; and other large sea creatures. The lzu
Mito Sea Paradise is a reconstruction, renova-
tion, and expansion of this famous aquarium..

On the north of the site, which is on the
shores of the Suruga Bay, are high mountains,
including Mount Fuji. The warm Black
Current enters the bay from the south to keep
water temperatures high all year. A deep zone
(as much as 2,000 m) in the offing makes this
an ideal place for research in an immense
variety of sea life. In addition to these many
blessings, the site overlooks the beautiful rock
cliffs of the Mito Bay, which is a branch of
the Suruga Bay.

Construction of new facilities in such an
excellent site demands that the architects
involved pay the closset possible attention to
conserving and, if possible, improving the
nature of the location. This project made such
improvement in an interesting way. The
original site of the aquarium was so limited
that, as additions were made over the years,
part of the inlet in front was filled in for
new buildings. In this recent renovation, as
much of that reclaimed land as possible was
excavated and reconverted into an inlet. The
restaurant wing spans that inlet in a bridgelike
structure.

A number of technical innovations were
put to full use in the project. For example,
cramped and hemmed in by the sea, the site
was scarcely ideal for construction work, This
problem was solved by having steel frames for
the restaurant assembled in a factory and
hauled by barge to the site, where they were
hoisted into place. This process ensured high
quality in the finished product and reduced
construction time,

To prevent pollution of the sea, thorough
investigations of currents were made before
work started; and net-system air-screens were
installed at the mouth of the bay. Clay-
cement filling was employed in underwater
sheet-pile joints. Further precautions were
taken against allowing the work to have harm-
ful effects on nearby breeding grounds for
food fish,

Though the Seaside Paradise is a private
enterprise, its tourist and educational values
put it on a par with public museums. The
enthusiasm of the director and his staff is
certain to play an important role in helping
these facilities function to maximum advan-

tage.
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. S ] 7 {‘/70 t)/»ffi'f% Main wing seen from the pool for the porpoise show. $E 7L —2oEmY) EIFLy F 35 Main steel flame.
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View from the south side of the entrance wing. 19
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Aquarium exhibition room.
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Bridge below the main building.
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