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Location / Tokyo
Owner /Mitsui & Co., Ltd.
Bussan Real Estate Co. Ltd.
Design /Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and engineers
Muto Institute of Structural Mechanics, Inc.
Contractors /Kajima Corporation
Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
Taisei Corporation
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion / October, 1976
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REVIEW Yoshichika Uchida

Hideo Kunikata
Kimpei Koshiyama

Part of the celebration of the centennial of
the founding of Mitsui & Co., Ltd., this is the
first example in Japan of a large-scale building
used entirely by the organization that built it.
It has 4 basements, 24 stories, and a total
floor area of 124,000m?. Conference rooms,
archives, and a printing center — places in
which large numbers of people gather — are
on the twelfth floor, where upper and lower
banks of elevators combine. Above and below
the twelfth story are two sections of ten levels
of office spaces. On each of the standard
floors, a central lineal core separates two
unobstructed office spaces that are 96m by
12.8m (1,250m?2).

A number of steps have been taken for the
sake of space-use flexibility. The offices are
planned on the basis of a 3.2m module. Into
this minimum unit are fitted lighting, air-
conditioning, disaster-prevention, and com-
munications equipment. The wall on the core
side of each space is an equipment unit con-
taining conveyor and mail chutes, electrical
distribution panels, terminal panels, control
panels for other equipment, and wall cabinets.

The twenty-third and twenty-fourth floors
house executive offices, offices and reception
spaces for guests from at home and abroad,
and a dining room with food and service
comparable to those of fine restaurants. All of
these facilities create an impression suited to
the public image of this world-famous
company.

The planning is carefully oriented toward
comfort and ease. For instance, the sashes of
the single-sheet windows are low to prevent
glare but to permit sweeping views of the
Otemachi district and Tokyo Bay on the east
and of the neighboring imperial palace near
by and Shinjuku skyscrapers in the distance
on the west.

Dining halls accommodating the seven
thousand employees working in the building
are located on the first floor and in the
basement. In scale and novelty of manage-
ment system, these dining rooms are unlike
anything seen in this country before.

The exterior of the building, with its
naturally colored aluminum cladding, is
restrained; but the interior planning is both
sophisticated and creative. The construction
work is of the highest caliber.

Special mention should be made of the
approach. The high-rise and low-rise parts of
the building flank a private road leading from
the street in front. The space resulting is
surrounded by the Sanwa Bank building, the
Tokyo fire department, and the two blocks of
the Mitsui Building itself. The thorough
planning suggests some of the well-designed
business districts seen in other countries.

At the far end of the spacious lobby
(4,200m? with a 5.8m ceiling height) is a
garden establishing contact with the greenery
of the imperial palace and producing a note of
Japanese local color. The lobby space includes
a coffee shop.

Because of its novelty and large scale, as a

building used exclusively by the firm that
built it, this piece of architecture will take
some years to evaluate accurately. Nonethe-
less, the words of the architect, Shoji Hayashi,
reveal the aspects of the design that made it
emininently eligible for an award: ‘“‘The
Mitsui building will not surprise. It employs
no systems or methods that will set patterns
for the future. But it is a concentrated
expression of the conditions prevailing in
Japan today. It includes all those things that
Japanese architecture tried — but failed — to
realize in the years before and after World
War [1.”"

The 7.47 million accident-free working
hours of the project reveal more elequently
than any words the excellence of the con-
struction work.
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Office room.

roof connected the

Main conference room.




RS
I SRER —! I_ CRER
WAERE EVHR—1 BRER
1 [ catvx
— 1
|
- T T I 1 x
] [
;x| | X
"o RS —
ZME zmE
I [
[
] [
] (i A
I [
wnE [ wax XA N\IX
g ERE | lwwel| |
[wmz|| |
I Wﬂ ii |
ae—-ax| LEY LRI H]‘ I
T 2 pRe s | i
3155:
i i [T] o [
| ee

: (W I L
il EEEE
ANERENEEEEEEE

l . | | | !
=T S S S S T N F— — A S T B
| | [ | | [ anx ||| | t
N | 1] : L_J U
i \ | ag- H | 13
| A | | <
S s x| . A FHIE G B 5] (5] 1 (7] = Py s |[z¢]| mmx 2 °
x D I Y
W}‘ [ EITEIES EERILS—5—m—n EWRILS—5—k—n | ~| mx-8 i 5
] 5 21 gin) (oo oD W] [0 (221123 |22 N amx o5 2
o [ 1 >
|| ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ (L | | i i i
| | ‘ | Zmx—i | I | | -
- - ) | . — L1 { L
| | BBE |
| MY
. - 3 i = - ]
T | [ | [ [ [ H
k | | | | A
(= (=] Q o o u\_n‘—Jr:

AT 13
g T

OKE - | BEFm@

120



