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Location / Hokkaido
Owner /Hokkaido Education Agency
Design,/Minoru Ota and a Cooperative Organization
for the design of the Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art
Contractors /Ito-Gumi Construction Co., Ltd.
Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion /April, 1977
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REVIEW Sakae Ohmi
Kikuo Koori
Michiyoshi Tomono

Ten vyears of planning were required to
complete this museum, which is intended to
contribute to the general cultural improve-
ment of, not only art lovers, but also of the
entire population of Hokkaido, the northern-
most island of the Japanese archipelago. The
site is part of a quiet prefecturally owned
zone set aside for public educational and
cultural facilities.

The floor plan is lucid. In the center of the
first level is a spacious entrance lobby
extending through the height of two full
stories. On the right and left of this hall are
standing-exhibition and special-exhibition
rooms. Inward from the central spaces on the
first floor is a lecture hall with storage space
behind it. On the west, as an extension of the
first floor, is a standing-exhibition room. On
the east are civic study rooms, a reading
corner, and a restaurant for light refresh-
ments. On the third floor are a library,
archives, study rooms, administration offices,
and space for air conditioning and other
machinery. The architect says that providing
for all these functions and giving each the
required amount of floor space resulted in the
stepped form.

The skill with which pursuit of functional
efficiency has been given architectural form is
outstanding. The two massive sloping roofs on
either side of the central section are straight-
forward and bold. And the white glaze on the
tiles of the exterior walls produces a dramatic
effect. Use of the same white tiles inside the
building gives a powerful impression of
continuity.

Restraint in the color scheme in the
exhibition hall floors and ceilings focuses
attention on the works of art displayed on the
walls. The lighting from the louvers in the

ceiling makes for relaxed viewing. Construc-
tion of the main structure took from July,
1974, until October, 1975; and the finishing
work took from November, 1975, until May,
1977. During this fairly long three-year
period, the designers and the contractors were
able to carry out extensive studies on
materials and techniques by means of test
products, models, and experimental re-
search. This was especially important since
Hokkaido has a very severe winter cli-
mate demanding careful insulation, frost pre-
vention, and ways of dealing with accumu-
lating snow. The two very cold winters that
occurred during the construction gave the
contractors excellent chances to see what
they must do in connection with the difficult
concrete pouring for the slanting frameworks.
The intensity of their efforts is apparent in
the success of the results, in which it is
moreover possible to see the achievements of
the curator, a man with a firm understanding
of the meaning of an art museum and with
the perseverance to see his ideas through to
the end by means of effort and good
management.
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Display room for parmanent collection.

#4%  Lecture hall.

o
°
S
=
=]
=
S
Q
n
v
=
-
=
)
)
T}
=}
3
1]
]

F—N2ET 7




[RETEETERIIIIIIII

{ BETRE —l E k-3 I HIBRE l
T | T T
1
OHIE
|

E— 1 L i
‘ c
| =5
! |

- J il

T I ITT

® 2B @ 3pFE

® | fEFE

12




