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REVIEW Sakae Ohmi
Kikuo Koor
Michiyoshi Tomono

For the past few years, it has been fashionable
in Japan to join private athletic, swimming,
tennis or other leisure and sports clubs that
demand shockingly high entrance fees and
dues. The number of publicly operated
sports facilities where families, friends, or
single individuals can enjoy themselves with a
complete range of sports equipment, however,
is very small.

Yumenoshima (Dream lIsland), in Tokyo
Bay, was formerly known -only as a trash
dump for the city. At last, however, a general
redevelopment plan for the island has been
evolved to include not only this general sports
center, but a public park and an exhibition
hall for a ship called the Fukuyu-maru as well.

The open-planning approach results in a
mood that welcomes all comers. The congenial
atmosphere, the outcome of the architect’s
skill, is further intensified by the low costs
and by the freedom with which people can
stroll about or rest on the grounds.

The huge semicylindrical-vault roofs cover-
ing the main swimming pool and the two
gymnasiums are highly impressive. Taking
into consideration the danger of damage from
salt winds and smoke, the designers have used
only weather-resistant steel in the roofs. The
design of the sports center strangely harmo-
nizes with the older refuse-disposal plant
nearby.

The facilities are planned to encourage
active participation instead of spectator
sports. The high-ceilinged entrance lobby has
the kind of abundant and pleasing spatial
variety often seen in public auditoriums or art
museums. All of the various interior func-
tional spaces are skillfully placed. The
exterior is a clear, simple combination of the
foundation section and the semicylinder
vaults.

The restaurant, which commands a won-
derful view of Tokyo Bay, serves not only the
gymnasium, but Yumenoshima Park and the
surrounding community as well. The comple-
tion of an immense housing development
nearby will certainly increase the numbers of
people using the sports center.

Recycling of thermal energy from the
boilers of the refuse-disposal plant heats water
for the general functions of the gymnasium
and for the swimming pool, thus greatly
reducing equipment costs and machinery.

One example of the thoroughness of the
planning is the skill with which ramps for disa
led persons in wheelchairs have been included
as functioning and harmonious elements
inside and outside the building. All of this
was made more demanding for the architect
because of the severely limited budget of a
public facility.

The Yumenoshima Sports Center makes
an important contribution to the creation of a
better living environment for citizens of a city
that has lost most of its enjoyable waterfront.
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Aerial view.

7 7'v—F Approach.
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1F$7 7> > Firstfloor lounge.

Entrance hall.
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Gymnasium no. 1.

Gymnasium no. 2.
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