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Design /Kisho kurokawa, Architect and Associates
Contractor /Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion,March, 1977
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REVIEW Yoshichika Uchida
Hideo Kunikata
Kimpei Koshiyama

This national operated complex including
auditorium, educational institution, con-
ference rooms, meeting rooms, and training
halls serves all local people covered by
national social security, their families, and
pensioners. The fan-shaped site is adjacent to
Kenrokuen Park and its baseball fields on one
straight side and a residential district on the
other. A road runs along the long curving side.
On this side, the fan-shaped building too
curves,

Because the land is a designated historical
preserve, it was necessary to limit the
maximum height of the building. This means
that the various facilities of the complex are
not layered but are arranged in a floor-plan
development centering on the auditorium,
around which are the meeting rooms, training
rooms, and other similar spaces. A small moat
and Rikyu-gray tile walls — this color is a
favorite with the architect — bound the site
on the curved side.

Accurate placement of the beams, floors,
auditorium seats, ceilings, and walls along the
curved line was the most difficult and most
important point in the construction. Further-
more, the fact that the center point of the
circle of which this curve is part is located
outside the boundary of the building compli-
cated marking. An astronomical number of
on-the-spot alterations and corrections were
needed in handrails, flooring patterns, and
ceiling panels because, in dealing with a curve
of this kind, each alteration in the radius
causes alterations in the degree of curvature.
In addition, parts and materials were made
with a large number of subtle variations
practically imperceptible to casual observa-
tion.

In spite of these difficulties, which
required ten times as much marking as is
usually called for and intense attention to the
production of all parts, the designers and the
contractors were able to do work that was so
accurate that — as an example — chipping
was unnecessary.

The accuracy with which multicoat paint,
polished to a mirror finish, has been given an
even luster in walls and ceilings that curve and
incline deserves special praise. The employ-
ment of wire scaffolding during the finishing
of the ceilings and the methods used to deal
with water drainage during construction too
should be commended.

Various difficulties encountered during
the four phases of construction and a
temporary halt at one point may only have
enabled the architect to produce precise plans
and the contractors to be careful and faithful
to the design.
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] the east.

General view from the west.
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Guest room.
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