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GUMMA ROYAL HOTEL
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Location /Gumma Prefecture

Owner /Gumma Royal Hotel Co., Ltd.
Design / Sakakura Associates, architects and engineers
Contractor / Sata Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion /September, 1975
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REVIEW Takuji Kobori
Yukiyoshi Okamoto
Yuu Kubota

The Gumma Royal Hotel is at one end of the
bridge by means of which National Route 17
crosses the Tone River on the way into the
city of Maebashi from the direction of the
city of Takasaki. The natural setting is splen-
did. On one side are the river and its bankside
park and green district. On the west and north
the Chichibu Mountains can be seen in the
distance.

The location at the end of a bridge leading
into the city inspired the architect to conceive
of the hotel in terms of the image of a city
gate. This image, which pleased the client too,
was applied consistently throughout the
planning and designing process as the major
theme. In spite of the oil crisis, which caused
serious reductions in scale during construc-
tion, the completed building rises in its
imposing location to symbolize a gateway
into the city.

To satisfy the compositional needs of the
guest-room spaces and the spaces of the
low-rise block, the architect elected to
employ two towers, each supported on 4
posts set at 12m spans. They are connected
by means of the low-rise service core in an
arrangement that made possible variety in the
guest rooms, flexibility in the low-rise block,
and intimate harmony between the floor
plans of the two.

Frameless strip fenestration in the towers
provides excellent views of the scenery and
creates an exterior unlike those of stereo-
typed urban hotels. Exterior cladding of
amber-colored porcelain tile fired with a
metallic glaze produces infinite variety of
tone and shade with the passing seasons and
the altering lighting of the different times of
the day.

No interior-decoration specialists were
employed. The Sakakura offices handled both
the interior decorations and the planning and
design. Their extraordinary efforts and skill
have produced a building in which both
aspects of the overall design harmonize
beautifully. For the sake of intimacy and
local flavor, fabrics dyed with traditional
natural pigments from local herbs and barks
are used in strategic locations. The onyx
marble of the area between the entrance hall
and the main lobby and the delicate waffle
ceiling create a mood of beauty and dignity
that is enhanced by the lobby windows
opening on a garden and the Tone River
beyond.

Medium-size local contractors undertook
the task of building the hotel. In spite of their
lack of experience with projects on such a
large scale and in spite of the economic
difficulties caused by the oil crises during the
construction process, cooperation and inge-
nuity on the parts of the client, the designer,
and the contractors triumphed to produce
this handsome piece of architecture.

The hotel caters more to restaurant and
banquet customers than to staying guests; for
this reason there are only eighty-three guest
rooms. But, since it opened two years ago, it

has found a firm place in the social and
cultural lives of the local citizens.
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Rooftop garden




Lobby-lounge.

Guest room.

27—kt —s 7 A Coffee shop.
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