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ASHIYA CIVIC CENTER, ANNEX

(Welfere center, Senior citizens welfere certer, and Public hall)
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Location /Hyogo Prefecture

Owner /Ashiya City

Design Sakakura Associates, architects and engineers
Contractor / Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.

Date of Completion /April, 1976
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REVIEW Yoshichika Uchida
Hideo Kunikata
Kimpei Koshiyama

The Ashiya Civic Center complex consists of a
full range of facilities for civic educational,
cultural, and welfare activities. Work began on
it fifteen years ago; and, one by one, separate
buildings have been added. The annex, the
most recent, was selected this year for a BCS
award. Nonetheless, this newest part must be
viewed in relation to such older ones as the
main civic hall and the Lunar Hall auditorium.
The center simultaneously reveals unity aris-
ing from its single basic idea and traces of the
various stages through which it has grown.

The annex, which serves several purposes
— welfare center, senior citizens welfare
center, and public hall — has been skillfully
fitted into the general composition. |t makes
maximum advantage of the nature of the site
and harmonizes with the setting and the other
buildings.

The kinds of shuttering used in the
concrete exterior walls, the way they were
put to use, and the problem of building an
elevated crossover passage above a prefectural
highway are only some of the problems
demanding close cooperation between
designers and contractors, especially in rela-
tion to compiling working plans. But the
success with which these difficulties were
overcome to realize the architect’s intentions
and the record of 250,000 working hours
without accident deserve the highest praise.
Furthermore, management and maintenance
satisfy both the city officials and the citizens
themselves.
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Library.

KL Main hall. E4% Music . % At room.
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