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TREASURY FOR THE TEMPLE KUON-JI
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Location / Yamanashi Prefecture

Owner / Kuon-ji Temple

Design / Shozo Uchii, Architect and Associates
Contractor / Saeki Kensetsu Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion / March, 1976
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REVIEW Takashi Hasegawa
Kikuo Kori
Takeshi Yoshinari

The original treasury stood on a cliff
behind the temple building in a hilly area on
Mt. Minobu with thick foliage covering the
ground behind.

The construction of the new treasury to
replace the old one was planned as a project
to mark the 700th anniversary of the death of
Saint Nichiren. The new treasury is designed
to store archives of the Minobu Library in-
cluding writings by Saint Nichiren and his
disciples, documents donated by followers,
Buddhist statuary, utensils, works of art, etc.,
keeping them safe from fire, theft and insects.

The roof of the treasury is given a slight
camber. The copper eaves are designed deep,
employing the dutch-lap method and are
supported by arch-type rolls. The exterior
walls are beautifully finished with an alcast
material with horizontal stripes.

In consideration of the unstable and steep
terrains where this treasury was built, the
designer adopted the pilotis system with limit-
ed contact with the ground surface, and
placed the depository on top. This design was
adopted because it was believed to serve to
make up for the limited land space as well as
to protect the contents of the treasury from
moisture and theft.

The treasury was divided into two build-
ings, one for the storage of old records such as
books, and the other for works of art, Bud-
dhist statuary, tableware, etc. From the stand-
point of safety also, it may be better to have
the valuable objects stored in separate build-
ings. It is also advantageous that identical
warehouses have been built side by side, as it
may become necessary to store an increasing
number of valuables in the future. The de-
signer adopted the two storehouse system to
avoid monotony which may be created by the
one storehouse design, and made full use of
the natural surroundings such as the moun-
tains in the background.

Architectural expressions in the construc-
tion of religious buildings involve many dif-
ficulties because there are definite archi-
tectural styles which have been firmly estab-
lished through a long history, and designers
must incorporate in their creations due
dignity which is symbolic of people’s faith in
the structures. This has to be done without
impairing the common image the pious people
have toward religious buildings. The designer
of this particular building made special efforts
to satisfy all these requirements using modern
architectural techniques. A wonderful treas
ury has been created as a result.

The depository is made of concrete. Its
exterior is covered with alcast plates and the
interior has double walls made of wood,
special considerations being given to temper-
ature adjustment. Due consideration has also

been given to ventilation above the ceiling of
the store room on the first floor, or under the
floor of the depository, as well as for the
walls and ceiling of the deposity.

Construction work at the narrow hilly site
involved many difficulties, particularly in
building foundations and in transporting con-
struction materials. Every requirement, how-
ever, has been fully met and a fine example of
religious architecture has been created on Mt.
Minobu. Although the planning of the project
was plain and simple, the efforts and tech-
niques that went into the creation of this
architectural masterpiece deserve the highest
evaluation.
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from the front

1 {

RREY O ERE

s

tail of the roof and wall A E
A H ntrar




Detail of the exterior
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Detail of the roof

Interior
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