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Location / Osaka

Owner / Osaka lron & Steel Club

Design / Nikken Sekkei Planners, Architects,
and Engineers

Contractor / Fudo Construction Co., Ltd.,

Date of Completion / November, 1975
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REVIEW Sakae Omi
Masato Otaka
Tsutomu Kijima

Osaka Iron & Steel Club was created in
keeping with a desire to impart new vigor to a
section of the city, Itachibori, which had for
long been known for the concentration of
steel trading firms there but, in recent years,
had suffered somewhat from a decline in
business.

In response to the project objective of
providing an attractive space which would
function as a center for communication
among the more than 600 corporate members
participating in sponsorship of the building,
the designers have created a facade and in-
terior space which have a tone of quality and
of familiarity.

The facade combines the strength and
beauty of steel with the softness of brick, and
together with the luxuriant foliage of four old
camphor trees preserved where they were on
the site, the over-all feeling is of a pleasant,
even elegant exterior space.

Cast steel pin brackets were provided at
the tops of the beams of the one-story RC
core portion, and a 6.5 meter cantilevered
steel frame was constructed above those
beams to form the upper portion of the
structure.

A tone of composure has been imparted to
interior space. The entrance foyer and stair-
way area have an atrium which extends three
stories in height. Tapestry has been used to
decorate the wall area.

The designer was selected on the basis of
his record of achievements, and the board of
directors representing the client made earnest
efforts to understand the requirements and
rationale of the designer.

Half of the operating costs of this building
are derived from membership fees paid by
350 corporations; additional income s
derived from rental of meeting rooms. The
rate of usage of the eight meeting rooms is
very high, and sales in the restaurant and
coffee lounge adjacent to the building have
increased greatly since completion of con-
struction. The restaurant offers not Western-
style food, which would ordinarily be ex-
pected in a case such as this, but rather offers
Chinese food, for the sake of efficient oper-
ation even at the expense of appearance.

Technological advantages possible with use
of a steel frame were exploited, rust-pre-
ventive processing was employed, and a slid-
ing joint was used to prevent problems arising
from bending and deflection forces.

The over-all result was an elegant and
pleasant building which is a credit to its
neighborhood.
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A part of the exterior
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