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Location / Saitama Prefecture

Owner / Saitama Prefecture

Design / Yamashita Architects and Engineers Inc.
Contractor / Kajima Corporation

Date of Completion / October, 1975
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REVIEW Masaya Mukai
Syojiro Yamane
Yu Kubota

The Saitama Cancer Center was construct-
ed as part of centennial celebration of the
establishment of the prefecture. The Center is
on a hill in a green, natural setting in the
southern part of the prefecture. The objec-
tives and functions of the Center are: to be a
center for top-quality health care, to have
systems flexible enough to accommodate
future change, to have a strong research pro-
gram, and to utilize computer technology to
attain high levels of efficiency. Inspection of
the building reveals that these objectives have
been obtained without unnecessarily compli-
cating the spatial organization of the building.
A particularly outstanding characteristic is the
liberal allocation of space; there are 200 beds
for in-patient care, and 180 square meters of
space per bed. This is a most spacious arrange-
ment, as the average for Japanese medical
institutions is 70 to 90 square meters per bed.

The quality of a hospital can by no means
be measured solely by the space allocated per
bed, but this liberal use of space does provide
tangible and intangible benefits to the hospi-
tal. Considering that impossible demands are
frequently made when such medical centers
are built in Japan, even without knowing the
details of how the present building was made,
one does receive the feeling that a relationship
of trust existed between the client and the
architect. Or, credit may also be due to the
relation of this building to the prefecture’s
centennial.

The complicated nature of hospital sys-
tems and their layout within the building
demand a special level of skill on the part of
the designer; not only is this evident but in
both the interior and exterior we may see a
well-organized and unostentatious finish,
colors and other aspects of design.

Construction must be evaluated as being
superb, in that it had to be compressed into
26 months due to the need for advance
excavations to determine if there were any
cultural objects of value or graves in the
ground, and in that the contractor overcame
difficult problems created in the wake of the
oil shock. This is especially the case in view of
the scale and complexity of the building. It is

obvious that considerable study and great care
went into such aspects of the work as appli-
cation of the exterior tile, and the walls for
rooms where radiological treatment is used.

In over-all terms, the excellent building
which now exists here in Saitama is a con-
sequence of the fine integration of efforts and
interests of the client, the designer and the
contractor, each of which assumed responsi-
bility in proper fashion.
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