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AICHI PREFECTURAL GRRENING CENTER
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Location / Aichi Prefecture
Owner / Aichi Prefecture
Design / Aichi Prefecture

Mitsuo Taki

Tokai Architects, Office Co., Ltd.
Contractor / Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Date of Completion / March, 1975
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REVIEW Takashi Hasegawa
Kikuo Kori
Takeshi Yoshinari

The Aichi Prefectural Greening Center was
established as part of the centennial cele-
bration of the founding of the prefecture.
Planning was begun in 1970, and construction
was completed in 1976. The center consists of
an arboretum, garden, sapling sales office, and
building, amidst 50 hectares of prefectural
woodlands in the suburbs of Nagoya. In the
first year of operation the center has had
290,000 visitors.

The design of the building is a result of a
joint effort by Aichi Prefecture, architect
Mitsuo Taki and Tokai Architects, Office.
Taki was responsible for the main features of
the design.

The mechanical functions of the main
building are to be a place for provision of
consulting services to residents of the prefec-
ture who have questions about the planting of
trees and shrubs, as well as technical research
and study concerning the process of greening.
The building is divided into two major spatial
structures: a low-rise RC structure and a steel
high-rise structure. The low-rise building in-
cludes exhibition space, a restaurant and
lecture hall, in addition to the Green Hall, an
expansive area for the display of plants. The
high-rise portion comprises a steel-and-glass
space which surrounds the Green Hall; the
entire exterior is covered by half-mirror glass.
Here are offices, reference room and consulta-
tion rooms.

The site does not stand out because of its
configuration and the concealment of the
low-rise portion by the trees in and near the
site. From a distance the square half-mirror
high-rise portion seems afloat in a sea of
greenery. Buildings of glass and steel appear-
ance have been erected in such great number
in the cities as to be dead cliches, but there
are exceedingly few instances in Japan such as
this one, of a steel and glass building being
erected in a natural, country-like setting.
Despite the contrast of the inorganic, geo-
metric form and the organic nature of the
surroundings, the way in which one is led to
forget the weightiness of the structure makes
it effective in over-all terms. Ordin:arily, in the
case of a building and site such as these, the
designer would call for use of a tile roof in
“country style’” and let it show between the
leaves of the trees — but the designer cast
such an approach aside. With the assurance
that the building could take advantage of the
expanse of nature at the site and its environs,
it is clear, in retrospect, that such a decision
was valid.

The highlight of the interior must be the
Green Hall atrium, which reminds one im-
mediately of the precedent of the courtyard
at the Ford Foundation Building in New York
City, but it is just right for this particular

building all the same.

Concerning construction, both the ex-
terior and interior are virtually composed
only of the building materials themselves, and
it may be surmised that considerable dif-
ficulty was encountered in determining
details, but the finish shows a high degree of
precision.
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A fE 4 5t General view 23y & A 4t General view of the main building
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Dining room and the plaza
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