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HOTEL NEW OTANI TOWER ANNEX
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Location~ Tokyo

Owner .~ The New Otani
Design ~Taisei Corporation
Contractor ~ Taisei Corporation

Date of Completion ~August. 1974
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REVIEW Masaya Mukai
Sakutaro Okahashi
Hiroyuki lwamoto

The old building of the Hotel New Otani
was one of the first highrise buildings built in
Japan. It was the first case of large scale
industrialization of architectural work. The
overall technology demonstrated in the con-
struction of this hotel was awarded both the
Prize of the Architectural Society and the
BCS Prize. Ten years after the completion of
the old building, efforts for industrialization
of construction work made by Taisei Con-
struction Co. have borne fruit, and the pre-
fabricated laminated method has been de-
veloped. The initial planning for the construc-
tion of the annex began about four years after
the completion of the Hotel New Otani.
Then, designing, filing of an application for
the project, development of the necessary
construction techniques, detailed planning,
final checking of drawings, etc. were com-
pleted in about three years. It was these
thorough preparations that allowed the work
at the site to proceed so smoothly without
causing any accident or environmental pollu-
tion. The harmony and understanding be-
tween the building owner, the designer and
the builder was a reflection of the deep
confidence in each other which had been
gained through their experience in the con-
struction of the old Otani. The close co-
operation among these three parties con-
cerned fully qualifies its product — the Hotel
New Otani Tower Annex — to be awarded the
BCS Prize.

In the prefabricated laminated process,
some of concrete pre-cast products are manu-
factured at the site of construction and they
are attached to structural materials such as
columns and beams as they are assembled at
the site. In this method, work is first done on
the lower floors and then gradually proceeds
upwards to the higher floors.

In the Hotel New Otani Tower Annex
project, this work went on at a pace of five
days per floor. Safety and efficiency can be
improved in this method because all work is
done on the floors. In the old part of the
hotel, each room has an FRP unit type bath.
The new building, however, has adopted the
concrete bath unit system. The pipe shaft,
complete with all component parts and
piping, is first made as one unit and the bath
unit floor has a fan coil built into it. Then,
each of these completed bath units is lifted up
and assembled into each hotel room. By using
the concrete bath, sound insulation was im-
proved and the commercial value of the hotel
rooms was enhanced. The old hotel has 1,058
rooms and was staffed by 1,650 employees.
The number of employees per room was
about 1.56. Combined with the newly built
annex, the Hotel New Otani now has a total
of 2,064 rooms but the number of employees

has decreased to 1,300, or 0.63 per room.
This shows that Taisei Construction Co. went
along with the hotel’s policy aimed at labor
saving and rationalization of its overall
management. The jinx that hotel business is
bound to be in the red the year after the
completion of the hotel building was broken
in the case of the Hotel New Otani Tower
Annex. This is not only because functional
improvements have been made in this hotel.
The unigue appearance of the new building is
believed to be another major contributing
factor in this respect. The refined coloring
and finishing accomplished without using any
special expensive material are evident in all
parts of the graceful building and draw the
attention of all people. Artistic elements seen
in various parts of the new building are also
attractions to all guests. |t is specially admir-
able that despite the fact that an annex with
some 1,000 rooms has been built, the hotel is
able to continue using the front desk of its
old section and lead the guests to the new
section 150 meters away, giving a feast to
their eyes. This building stands in a scenic
section in Tokyo with schools in the
neighborhood. The annex construction work
went on without affecting the business in the
old section. The spacious garden of the hotel
is magnificent, and this was not at all im-
paired by the construction work. Unique
floor plans adopted for both the old and new
sections made it possible to provide the
largest possible number of rooms in the mini-
mum building space available at the site.
Taisei Construction Co. successfully accom-
plished the task of providing everything the
hotel needs, ranging from its huge building,
and spacious garden to every item of furnish-
ings including tableware and ash trays.
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General view from the south-west
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Low-rise section from the garden
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Annex seen from the east
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Detail of the window of the grill /Guest room
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