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NISHIYAMA MEMORIAL HALL
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Location.”Kobe City

Owner ~Kawasaki Steel Corporation
Design./Murano and Mori, Associated Architects

Contractor ~ Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion,/”March, 1975
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REVIEW Motoo Take
Masato Otaka
Takeshi Yoshinari

This memorial hall stands at a corner of a
city area along a traffic heavy street. We had
expected the building to be a normal square
building, but were surprised to find that it
was almost like a sculpture. It is an unusual
building with a roundish triangular floor plan,
a reflection of the refined styles of Togo
Murano, the designer.

This memorial hall has proved that
architects can fully express themselves and
create excellent works only after many years
of strenuous efforts.

Being novel or a little different from con-
ventional buildings alone is not enough; such
designs will sooner or later prove faulty and
boring. It is evident in the case of the Nishi-
yama Memorial Hall that every part of the
building was designed and constructed with
utmost care. Delicate curves, admirably used
in designing the rooms, was particularly im-
pressive.

This building was built in memory of the
late Yataro Nishiyama, the founder of Kawa-
saki Steel Corporation. It has a display room
where the late founder’s belongings are on
display, halls, conference rooms, a lounge,
lobby, snack bar, etc. These facilities are used
not only for various events and functions held
by Kawasaki Steel but for similar gatherings
held by affiliated companies as well. They are
also available for use by various cultural
organizations or by public bodies. The in-
terior decors used for each room are refined
and graceful. The curved plates made out of
weatherproof steel, used on the front of the
building, seem symbolic of the image of the
steel manufacturer. An ideal structural design
is adopted for the circular hall, and special
consideration is given to acoustic effects in
the hall. Necessary coordinations have also
been made to minimize environmental pollu-
tion. In all these respects, the Nishiyama
Memorial Hall is impeccable.

The complex and delicate design em-
ployed for this building must have called for
great efforts on the part of the builder. It is
apparent that a special method was used in
the concreting of the curved surfaces. It has
also been reported that many tests and experi-
ments were repeated to assure a perfect finish.
The Nishiyama Memorial Hall is recom-
mended for the BCS Prize as a building fully
qualified for the honor.
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“Central hall

“Nishiyama memorial room A
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