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REVIEW Haruto Narita
Hidetomi Higashikuze
Tsutomu Kijima

This building was constructed on a corner
plot near Nihonbashi, Tokyo. This district
prospered as a merchants’ town in the Edo
Period. Today large buildings such as depart-
ment stores, banks and offices are con-
centrated there. It is a representative com-
mercial area in Japan. The Nihonbashi Tokai
Building first caught our attention around the
middle of April when the greenery in a small
park in front of it was growing richer day by
day. It was around noon when the traffic on
the street was heavy.

The chic building covered with red por-
celain walls is ten stories high and has three
floors underground. It houses a Tokai Bank
office and other offices for rent. The building
stands at an irregularly shaped site where two
streets cross each other at a sharp angle. The
old Tokai Bank building (built in 1913) had
survived the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923
and World War |l air raids but been badly
damaged. It was torn down and rebuilt, re-
taining certain portions of the original struc-
ture. One such remnant of the old building is

the stone ornament rimming the entrance to
the northeastern hallway of the building. This
stone ornament enhances the beauty of the
brick-colored walls of the new building. This
building has given a graceful touch to the
dreary atmosphere of the modern mammoth
city. The outstanding creativity shown in its
design deserves the highest praise. As we step
into the building through the columned
facade on the north side which leads to the
top floor, we come to a large hall which takes
the form of a five-floor stairwell. This hall,
unlike conventional ones, is for common use
by both the bank and the offices for rent in
the same building. In the inner part of the hall
is the public space for the bank. At the end of
this space can be seen an inner court with
independent columns of the Corinthian order
made of granite with flutings, which have
been reproduced from the demolished build-
ing. The office on the mezzanine floor is led
into by the front escalator, and people going
to the offices on the second and higher floors
can use the elevator on the right hand side of
the hall. When the bank ends its business
for the day, the grille shutters are closed and
the space turns into a hall for excluse use by
the tenants of the rented offices. This repre-
sents a unique traffic line and an effective
space composition. On the large granite walls
of the stairwell section, the consoles of the
old buildings have been installed, adding to
the enjoyable atmosphere of the main hall.
The offices on the second to ninth floors have
windows on two sides. The large rooms with-
out partitions receive sufficient sunlight.
There are two service cores surrounding the
large room and their walls are designed to

withstand earthquakes. On the 10th floor are
the conference rooms of the bank, and from
the adjoining lobby is seen the rooftop court
with reproduced columns and saké jug type
handrails. This gives an enjoyable atmosphere
to people in the lobby.

This building shows the builder’s respect
of the creativity of Meiji architects. It also
shows the designer’s remarkable talent in de-
signing a highly functional dual-purpose build-
ing as well as his enthusiasm for the recon-
struction of the old building. The builder’s
enthusiasm and efforts solved all the difficult
problems such as safety control at the traffic
congested work site as well as material pro-
curement, labor problems and maintaining the
high standards of construction work under a
rapidly changing difficult economic situation.
The new fantastic building is the fruit of all
these efforts. |t deserves high praise.
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‘North-side facade
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