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Location/ Tokyo
Owner/ Tokio Marine and Fire Insurance Company
Design./Kunio Mayekawa, Archiect and Associates
Yokoyama Consulting Engineers
Tokyo Kenchiku Structural Engineers
Contractor / Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Kajima Corporation
Shimizu Construction GCo., Ltd.

Date of Completion/February, 1974
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REVIEW Motoo Take
Masato Otaka
Takeshi Yoshinari

The double controversy surrounding the
construction of this building — over the im-
portance of maintaining a uniform skyline
along a boulevard facing the Imperial Palace,
and the propriety of a high-rise building op-
posite the Palace — is still fresh in the Japa-
nese memory, and is a rare example of both
architecture and the city as a social environ-
ment being considered at the same time. The
impression left by the shallow views of intel-
lectuals who discussed urban space with re-
markable ingenuity, and their lack of proper
perspective, remains strong. Consideration of
architecture is generally not included among
the concerns of city planning in Japan, which
focusses more on highways and land use. In
this sense, Japan is still a developing nation.

The completed building is in the vanguard
of new approaches to urban space, although it
was built with strict adherence to the canons
of high-rise architecture in Japan. The efforts
of the client and the architectural office, and
the conviction that carried them through,
deserve respect and admiration.

The insurance company’s aims are laud-
able, as their considerations are not limited to
narrow self-interest, but rather show a desire
to participate in the development of urban
space, and to create an urban environment.
Without this attitude, the development of a
good urban environment is all but impossible,
yet most Japanese do not realize this.

The design makes an advance in use of the
curtain wall and raises the structure high
above the open space it commands, clearly
and confidently. If the plaza is the tokonoma,
then the architecture soars above as its center-
piece. A monumental effort is expressed
naturally, stimulating a feeling that space here
is clear and explicit.
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RILHM AP Courtyard garden seen from the east plaza hall
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