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Location/Chiba City

Owner / Sumitomo Reality and Development Co., Ltd.
Design./ Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Contractor / Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion/February, 1975
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REVIEW Haruto Narita
Hidetomi Higashikuze

Tsutomu Kijima

When the ““Chiba Coastal New Town" is
completed, it will be home to 180,000
people. Planned by Chiba Prefecture and the
city of Chiba, the site is located on re-
claimed land on the Pacific coast, within
commuting distance of Tokyo

The design and construction of the com-
plex, most of which is in the Kemigawa
district, were the objective of a competition
between three large construction companies.

Although some bleak areas still remain,
landscaping surrounds the site and gives it a
more harmonious color tone.

The site is not very large, at about 21,000
square meters, but the site coverage ratio has
been kept down to 20%. 50% is taken up with
plazas and landscaped zones, and the remain-
ing 30% provides parking space for 200 cars in
the vicinity of the apartment buildings.

The four apartment buildings are 9 to 14
storeys high, each with a different shape, and
encompassing a total of 422 apartments be-
tween them. With the objective of providing
comfortable housing inexpensively and as
quickly as possible, an SRC prefab method
was utilized. Limiting apartment types to two
also reduce construction time.

The buildings are placed sufficiently apart
from each other, in a zigzag manner instead of
facing each other, to maintain privacy. The
placement also conforms well to the contours
of the site. Ground-floor levels at each build-
ing are kept open by use of pilotis, and the
outside parking level is sunken below grade,
to free people in the gardens and paths of the
central plaza from feeling closed in and as-
saulted by auto-caused pollution. All apart-
ments uniformly consist of three rooms plus a
combination dining room-kitchen, and have
two or even three sides of the apartment open
to the outside. The design of the apartments
is handled in excellent fashion. Exploitation
of the advantages of the special construction
method places these buildings beyond the
ordinary image of prefab housing. Sufficient
flexibility in room arrangements and the
privacy of each apartment were also given
consideration.

Interior climate control and hot water
supply are centralized. Each apartment has a
master control panel with an intercom, gas
sensor, and bath level monitor. Emergency
communication devices and fire detectors at
the control panels connect directly to the
building operation and maintenance center.

Built on land fill, the coastal new town has
a soft foundation base and because of this,
very deep foundations were constructed.
Despite this, however, construction was com-
pleted in only 18 months.
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€ /Living and dining room

FH#= “Children’s room

% Bedroom
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