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REVIEW Motoo Take
Masato Otaka
Takeshi Yoshinari

Design of this building reflects experience
gained from work on the high-rise Kasumiga-
seki Building, completed eight years earlier,
and the technology accumulated since then.
Certainly it deserves recognition for the key
role it has played in the recent development
of Tokyo’s vibrant sub-center, Shinjuku.

The consideration to public use of space at
the ground level and lower stories has resulted
in spatial compositions that are inviting and
pleasant. Moreover, this is effectively com-
bined with landscaping and water displays.

Design of the upper stories incorporated
careful thought given to the requirements of
emergency evacuation. The air conditioning
system is highly efficient, and uses a central-
ized method organized in units of six storeys.

Design of the exterior sought a seemingly
transparent building that would appear to
merge with the sky. The geometric com-
position of the surface and use of a dark
bronze aluminum frame and half-mirror glass
lends the building a contemporary feeling.

The high-rise section takes up the north
side of the site, and vehicles are driven to the
garage through an entrance on the same side.
Vehicular and pedestrian traffic is completely
separated, as pedestrian movement is con-
centrated on the south.

Regarding structural design, a large (six-
storey) frame is repeated as a series of X's
lined up on the sides of the building.

Construction was completed in 29
months, by use of a number of labor-saving
devices and techniques, including separating
the flow of heavy materials to be lifted to the
upper stories from the flow of work for the
lower storeys; improving of the tower crane
efficiency, and lifting the steel frame in four-
storey sections. In parallel with these efforts,
utilization of prefabrication and large-scale
units, reduction of the frequency of lifting of
materials, and other procedures were effective
in shortening the construction period.

With the intention of improving the pre-
cision of curtain wall construction, a suspen-
sion method is used for mounting the glass in
order to minimize image distortion.
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