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Location ~ Tokyo
Owner ~Kokusai Denshin Denwa Co., Ltd.
Design ~Nippon Sogo Architects and Engineers’ Office
Marunouchi Architects Office
Muto Institute
Contractor ~Kajma Corporation
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Shimizu  Construction Co., Ltd.

Date of Completion.”June, 1974
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REVIEW Motoo Take
Masato Otaka
Takeshi Yoshinari

The KDD Building, in Shinjuku, Tokyo's
famous sub-center, accommodates the corpo-
rate headquarters, business offices and major
interior equipment installation (gate office) of
the Kokusai Denshin Denwa Co., which is the
only Japanese company providing inter-
national telephone and telegram — and related
telecommunications — services. The building
was planned as a center for international
communications and is equipped with the
most modern facilities, including equipment
for automation of long-distance dialing, high-
speed international data transmission, and
visual communications.

Design required two years; construction,
32 months.

The second through the tenth storeys
house communications equipment, and the
eleventh through seventeenth storeys are
mostly for communications operation equip-
ment; provision has been made for the latter
to be used for communication equipment in
the future. The nineteenth through the thirty-
second storeys contain offices.

The conception of the building spans
twenty years into the future, and the design
anticipates productive use of the building for
that period. Design and construction were
done in a manner meant to insure that the
building will adequately perform its function
as a message exchange center. In particular,
the double and triple safety systems in the
equipment sections reflect this. Vertical flow
planning for the facilities organically connects
the office and equipment floors. Facilities
planning has ample flexibility for re-arrange-
ment in accordance with future needs. De-
tailed contingency planning was undertaken
for such items as each type of safety system.

Ceiling heights for communications equip-
ment rooms are 4.8 meters. Basket-type frame
structure was used for the exterior walls. The
facing wraps the columns and double beams
in a natural color scheme of alumite and beige
color.

A plaza was set aside through an agree-
ment with a local council concerned with the
development of the Shinjuku area.
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